
 

 
 

 

 

MANDATE of CAROUSEL THEATRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 To create theatre especially designed to encourage youth and family audiences to enjoy the benefits of live theatre. 
 

 To provide a means whereby actors, directors and others engaged in the creation of live theatre may develop their 
skills through experience and training. 
 

 To cooperate with other persons and organizations engaged in theatrical ventures and thereby provide 
an outlet for their work. 
 

 To welcome and encourage artists who mirror our culturally diverse community. 
 

 To assist & promote the production of Canadian Theatre and Canadian Theatre Artists. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT of CAROUSEL THEATRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Carousel Theatre is dedicated to inspiring, enlightening and entertaining young people and their families through 
accessible theatrical experiences that develop audiences and artists. Our work is playful, relevant, and vibrant. We 
are committed to artistic excellence and the support of emerging talent in all areas of the theatre discipline; we believe 
that youth audiences deserve the very best. Our programming offers a wide choice of exciting theatrical experiences 
for young audiences and families, and aims to enrich the hearts and minds of today’s youth. 
 

BRIEF HISTORY of CAROUSEL THEATRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Carousel Theatre was established in 1976 and has produced 147 plays for young people over the last 36 years. In 
its early years, under the leadership of Founding Artistic Director Elizabeth Ball, the company performed at several 
different venues in Vancouver including the Arts Club Seymour Street and the Vancouver East Cultural Centre. 
 
We moved to our current home on Granville Island in the mid-1990s, where we operate a small arts complex that 
includes administrative offices and two rehearsal halls. Carousel Theatre is one of the long-term resident tenants at 
the Waterfront Theatre on Granville Island, and we also rent Performance Works (on Granville Island) and the 
Norman Rothstein Theatre (at the Vancouver Jewish Community Centre) for various other productions. 
 
Each season approximately 50 000 young people and their families benefit from Carousel Theatre’s diverse 
programming. Under the vision of Artistic and Managing Director Carole Higgins, the company produces a 
Mainstage Season of Literary Classics, an Elementary School Touring Program that brings theatre directly to 
students, a Teen Shakespeare Program and a year-round Theatre School for young people ages 3 to 17 years.  
 
Carousel Theatre plays a unique role in the ecology of our community, and is the only professional theatre 
company in British Columbia that stages a fully professional season of Mainstage programming for young 
people.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CAROUSEL THEATRE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Carousel Theatre is committed to supporting and developing theatre artists for our community. Our projects team 
emerging talent with veteran theatre artists as a means of enriching the creative process. We have built successful 
relationships with University of British Columbia, and Studio 58 (Langara College) to provide enriching placements 
for production and acting students. These students work directly with professionals from their field and benefit from 
the relationships and partnerships that are built during these placements. 
 

We support emerging theatre companies and artists through our annual Mentorship Program, which provides the 
means for these companies to create new works and stage productions. Past groups that have received support are 
Polliwog Theatre Factory, Section 8 Productions, Construction Ink Theatre Productions, Mad Duck Equity Co-Op, Exit 
Left Productions, fairGame Productions, and Pound of Flesh Theatre Company, Monster Theatre, Not Another 
Musical Co-Op and ITSAZOO Productions. 
 

Carousel Theatre hosts Pi Theatre, Bryan Pollock Design and Touchstone Theatre as tenants in our administrative 
offices and provide affordable, accessible rehearsal space to more than 100 arts companies and community groups 
each year. Each summer we convert our large studio into a small 60-seat venue, available for rental to independent 
and emerging theatre groups at affordable and below-market rates. This venue is also used as a Bring-Your-Own-
Venue during the Vancouver International Fringe Festival. 
 

Our Teen Shakespeare Program is unique in British Columbia, providing accessible entertainment to families while 
fostering teen theatre artists interested in a possible career in theatre. This program plays an important role in the 
development of young talent. Notable actors including Jennifer Paterson, Jack Paterson, Rebecca Auerbach, 
Alessandro Juliani and Carousel Theatre’s own Artistic Director, Carole Higgins are all past participants of the 
program. 
 
Carousel Theatre has a strong relationship with families in the Lower Mainland through our Theatre School, 
Homelearner and Artist-In-Residence programs. Our professional theatre school instructors work with hundreds of 
aspiring performers from ages 3-17 each year. 
  
Carousel Theatre is a cultural leader in our community. Carousel Theatre has received 65 Jessie nominations 
and 13 awards in the past six seasons. In 2007 and 2008 Carousel Theatre was honoured with the Jessie 
Richardson Award and the Canada Council for the Arts $10,000 prize for Outstanding Production- Theatre for 
Young Audiences, for The Odyssey and Seussical: The Musical (respectively).  This past June Carousel Theatre 
was awarded the Jessie Richardson Award for Outstanding Production- Theatre for Young Audiences for our 
production of A Year with Frog and Toad. 
  

Carousel is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres, the Greater Vancouver Professional 
Theatre Alliance, Alliance for Arts & Culture, Volunteer Vancouver and the Vancouver Theatre for Young 
Audiences Society. 
 

Carousel Theatre has been creating theatre for young audiences for over 35 years and has introduced theatre to 
hundreds of thousands of young people. We inspire and develop new generations of theatre artists and patrons.   
 


