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INTRODUCTION 
Fifteen teen actors take to the stage this summer to bring Shakespeare’s Hamlet to life. Carousel 
Theatre for Young People’s Teen Shakespeare Program invites the whole family to join us for a 
night of sword-play, ghosts, and mystery in this bold re-telling of the bard’s tragic tale.    
 

 July 26 – Aug 10 | 7:30pm 
Performance Works Outdoor Stage (Granville Island)  
1218 Cartwright Street  
FREE for all ages  

Hamlet runs Monday to Saturday. Start time is 7:30pm. Running time is 90 minutes plus an 
intermission. Admission is FREE but as bleacher seating is limited, it is strongly encouraged to 
book your seat in advance to avoid disappointment. 

 

Advance reservations can be made at $5/seat OR $6 with a blanket. 
For more information or to book your reservation, call 604.669.3410 or visit 

us at www.carouseltheatre.ca 
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HAMLET WITH A TWIST 
This is a steam-punk adaptation of Shakespeare’s epic tragedy with a twist: all the major gender 
roles are reversed!  Hamlet, a Danish princess, struggles with the recent death of her mother, her 
father’s betrayal in marrying so soon and the treachery of her aunt, who has now become King. If 
things aren’t already bad enough, young love is challenged when problems arise between Hamlet 
and her boyfriend, Ophelia. Loyalties are tested, secrets are revealed, plots are 
uncovered...something is indeed rotten in the state of Denmark. 

 
SYNOPSIS 
Hamlet is a teenage Princess of Demark studying hard at school. She returns home from 
University to discover horrible news: her mother is dead and her father has already remarried 

her Aunt Claudius! Although Hamlet is the rightful heir, Claudius takes control of the corrupted 

Kingdom. Hamlet’s mourning state is deepened when she is visited by the ghost of her dead 
mother.  Her mother’s ghost warns her that Claudius killed her in a quest for power. Vowing 
revenge, Hamlet fakes madness—even going so far as sending away her boyfriend, Ophelia. 
When a group of actors comes to town, Hamlet has a brilliant idea: the actors will perform a 
murder scene closely resembling the real life murder of her mother. She watches her Aunt 
Claudius’ reaction and decides that she is guilty. Using philosophical debate and quick wit to 
outsmart her aunt’s spies, Hamlet lets no one stand in her way to seek redemption and to find 
out what exactly is rotten in the state of Denmark.  

 
ABOUT CAROUSEL THEATRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Carousel Theatre for Young People is in its 38th season of creating and producing theatre specifically 
for young people.  Each season approximately 40 000 young people and their families benefit from 
CTYP’s programming. The company has received twelve Jessie Awards and 60 nominations in the 
Theatre for Young Audiences category in the past five seasons. 
 
ABOUT TSP 
For over 23 summers, Carousel Theatre’s Teen Shakespeare Program has been performing 
Shakespeare outdoors for the whole family to enjoy. The program provides pre-professional 
theatre training to teens 13-18 in an intensive six-week program. The result is a fully staged 
production open to the public. During the program, teen actors receive training in voice, 
movement, text analysis and professionalism. They are treated as professional artists.   
Participants pay a nominal fee to offset the cost of hiring professional directors; however 
bursaries are available to ensure the program is accessible to all.   
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THE COMPANY 
1. Carole Higgins: Artistic and Managing Director  

Carole has the best job in the whole world! Her many directing credits for Carousel Theatre 
for Young People include The Cat in the Hat, The Wizard of Oz, Birdbrain, A Year with Frog 
and Toad, Seussical, The Big League. She has received six Jessie Nominations and two Jessie 
Award for Directing. As an actor she has played in regional theatres across BC, including 
Western Canada Theatre, Caravan Farm Theatre and TheatreOne. The Teen Shakespeare 
Program holds a special place in Carole’s heart: her association with CTYP began when she 
played Hermia in TSP’s 1992 production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 

2.  Mike Stack: Assistant Instructor 
Mike has been an actor and director with Carousel for many years and is honoured to have 
his first opportunity to help with the TSPers.  He works extensively with young people, as the 
resident guest director for Theatre Temp at Templeton Secondary in East Van, throughout 
the Lower Mainland Homelearning community, and 15 years with Bard on the Beach as 
coordinator of their Young Shakespeareans program.  Mike is a graduate of Studio 58. 
 

3. Melissa Oei: Assistant Instructor  
A native Vancouverite and graduate of Studio 58, Melissa is delighted to be back for her 
second year with TSP, having assisted  last year’s The Tempest.  Melissa has taught with 
Carousel for several years, and this year will mark her sixth straight season as a performer 
when she reprises her roles of Mrs. Mayor and Zebra girl in Seussical.  Other shows with 
Carousel include Love You Forever, Arthur Boy King, and Aesop’s Fables for which she and her 
cast mates were nominated for a Jessie award.  She has also appeared on stage with Arts 
Club Theatre, Citadel Theatre, Theatre Northwest, United Players, Kaleidoscope Theatre, 
Theatre Under the Stars, Caravan Stage Company, and many others.  This fall Melissa can be 
seen as Gloria in Arts Club Theatre’s tour of Boeing Boeing.  Melissa would like to thank 
Carole for the many opportunities, all of her teachers past and present who have supported 
her, and most of all her students who continually inspire her.  
 

4. Michael Gunion: Assistant Stage Manager/Production Coordinator  
Ten years ago, Michael began his Carousel journey on this very stage. Michael is truly blessed 
to be a part of the Carousel family and would like to thank Carousel for all of their teaching, 
guidance and support. Since then Michael has been privileged to work with such companies 
as The Vancouver Playhouse, Touchstone Theatre, Pacific Theatre, Bouche Whacked Theatre 
Collective, Pi Theatre, ACP, The Vancouver Cultural Centre, The Jewish Film Festival, POV Film 
Festival, 1st Video Band, Alpha Epsilon Pi, The KULTH Music Festival and UBC LipDub. Michael 
would also like to thank his loving grandma, may her memory be a blessing. 
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5. Ashley Noyes: Stage Manager 
Ashley is thrilled to be working with the talented cast and crew of Hamlet. This is Ashley's 
second summer working with Carousel's Teen Shakespeare Program; she worked last 
summer as ASM on The Tempest. Ashley is a graduate of Theatre at UBC. Favourite stage 
management credits include Seascape with Sharks and Dancer (SM, Shift Theatre), A Little 
Creation (SM, UBC) and Saltwater Moon (SM, Ridickulous Productions).  
 

6. Stephanie Kong: Costume Designer 
Stephanie is excited to be back for another TSP summer! She is a graduate of Douglas 
College; Stagecraft and a current student at UBC; Theatre Design and Production. Selected 
costume design credits include Spamalot (Carousel/Touchstone), Seascape with Sharks and 
Dancer (SHIFT Theatre), and Dancing at Lughnasa (Theatre@UBC). She would like to thank 
Cade, Corinne, and Heidi for helping make everything awesome! Next, Stephanie will be 
designing Jack and the Bean (Presentation House Theatre) touring Canada in the fall. 
 

7. Al Frisk: Set Designer/Construction 
Al, a graduate from UBC’s Technical Theatre & Design program, is thrilled to be working on 
Hamlet.  He has designed sets for Carousel Theatre’s Arthur:  Boy King, Pharaoh Serket, Robin 
Hood, The Hobbit and The Odyssey.  Al is also a founding partner of Scene Ideas, which does a 
variety of construction and production management projects.  Some of our recent jobs 
include the Times Of India Film Awards, Michael Buble’s 2012 Christmas television special 
Home For The Holidays, Sarah MacLachlan’s benefit concert Voices In The Park and Rick 
Hansen’s Celebration 25 benefit concert.  www.sceneideas.ca 
 

8. Zak Vescara: Stage Door Attendant/Production Assistant 
Zak is a crew worker who is delighted to be working with the cast and crew on Hamlet. This is 
Zak's first year working with the Teen Shakespeare Program, and he has greatly enjoyed the 
professionalism and the positive attitude on set. As Stage Door Attendant and Production 
Assistant, Zak's daunting duties include attending doors and assisting with productions. Zak 
hopes to bring his door and stage managing powers to other productions around the city, 
and hopes that you enjoy the show! 
 

9. Mishelle Cuttler: Sound Designer 
Mishelle is delighted to be back at TSP after making music for The Tempest last year.  She 
recently designed sound for Statu Quo with Theatre la Seizieme, which will run at the 
National Arts Centre next spring.  She mentored high school students in composition and 
scoring for the stage with Green Thumb Theatre’s The Edge Project during the 2013 Push 
Festival, and is the composer and music director for Delinquent Theatre’s STATIONARY: a 
recession-era musical. She has a BFA in Acting from UBC and works onstage as an actor and  
musician.  

http://www.sceneideas.ca/
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10. Noah Feaver: Lighting Designer 
Noah is excited to be working with Carousel Theatre for the first time. Previous lighting 
design credits include Bunked!: The Musical, Dracula: The Musical?, Zanna, Don’t!, and 13: 
The Musical (Awkward Stage Productions), as well as La Boheme, and Gianni Schicci (The 
Opera Project). Noah has also designed numerous musicals and dance shows for Collingwood 
School, as well as plays and musicals for Prince of Wales School. Last summer Noah was the 
Rising Stars lighting intern at Theatre UnderThe Stars. Noah works as a stagehand at the Kay 
Meek Centre and other theatres in Vancouver. Enjoy the show! 
 

11. Emily Armitage: Francisco/Player/Gentleman/Priest/Attendant 
Emily Armitage, age 13, is thrilled about her upcoming acting debut in the Teen Shakespeare 
Program’s rendition of Hamlet, where she will be playing the parts of Francisco, a Gentleman, 
the Priest, a Dane, and an Attendant. Emily is especially excited to be able to work alongside 
so many wonderful actors this summer, including a couple of her close friends!  Along with 
acting, her other interests include: horseback riding, good books, and science! Emily would 
like to thank her friends for telling her about TSP, her parents, and all her co-performers. 
Enjoy our show!  
 

12. Ella Dubé: Guildenstern/ Dane 
This is Ella’s second year in the Teen Shakespeare Program, after playing various roles in last 
year’s production of The Tempest. She has absolutely loved exploring acting with all her 
friends and teachers, and is thrilled to be playing Guildenstern in this production of Hamlet. 
She greatly enjoys the complexity of the show and the characters. Despite the challenge of 
rehearsals, she has enjoyed analyzing the show, its characters, and of course the great 
friendships established backstage.  Ella enjoys long walks on the beach, quiet candlelit 
dinners, and stalking attractive men while fantasizing about the first two activities. Look for 
Ella in future Vancouver productions, and please, enjoy the show! 

 
13. Seamus Fera: Gertrude 

Seamus Fera is pleased to be performing in Hamlet this summer. Past TSP credits: Prospero 
(The Tempest) Messala et al. (Julius Caesar) Page, Sugarsop (Taming of the Shrew) and Witch 
1 (Macbeth). Seamus has worked with Arts Umbrella’s Pre-Professional Theatre Program and 
Performing Arts Lodge. Other Credits: Various (Oh What A Lovely War) Vagrant (The Insect 
Comedy) Nick Bottom (A Midsummer’s Night Dream) Various (Spoon River Anthology) Willy 
Wonka (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory) and Peter Cratchit (A Christmas Carol). Recently 
he was in Boca Del Lupo/Mammalian Diving Reflex’s Ask a Teenager. He will be attending 
UBC in the fall. Seamus would like to thank Carole Higgins and the staff at Carousel for all 
their love and support.  
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14. Noah Heyl: Horatio 
Noah Heyl is thrilled to be playing Horatio in his first year in TSP. He just finished his grade 9 
year attending St. Patrick’s Regional Secondary. Selected past credits include Dr.Einstein in 
Arsenic and Old lace and Bottom in A Midsummer Night's Dream.  Noah has enjoyed many 
Carousel productions through the years and is really excited to be part of the Company.  He 
would like to thank all the cast and the amazing people behind the production for making it 
possible. Enjoy the Show! 
 

15. Daisy Hulme: Ghost/ Player Queen/Dane/Clown 2/Attendant 
Daisy Hulme, fourteen years old, just finished Glenbrook Middle School and can't wait to 
never see it again. She's thrilled to be a part of this year's TSP production! She loves every 
aspect of the acting world and Shakespeare is something she really enjoys. She's done lots of 
acting classes and school productions before, which have collectively had her do parts of A 
Midsummer Night's Dream three times! (Go figure) In addition to acting, she loves singing, 
reading and going into IKEA to try out all the beds. 
 

16. Darragh Lysaught-Gordon: Voltimand/Player King/Fortinbras/Dane/Attendant 
Darragh moved to Vancouver when he was six from London U.K. and immediately joined the 
Theatre School at Carousel where he has been involved in numerous productions.  At age 14, 
he began his first year at Eric Hamber Secondary School where he was involved in their 
Footlights productions and played Mr. Pulecinnea/Hotel Owner in The Scarlet Heart and Mr. 
Briggs/Art Gallery Owner in Epic Adventures in a Rinky-Dink Art Museum.  He has also 
appeared in two short movies produced at summer camp while at St. George’s as Group 
Leader in Adventures at School and as Mario in a bonus film short.  This is Darragh’s first year 
in the Teen Shakespeare program and he will be playing Voltimand, Player king, Fortinbras, 
Dane and an Attendant in Hamlet. He is looking forward to the experience.  This is his first 
year in Teen Shakespeare Program.  Darragh enjoys hiking and reading.  He would like to 
thank his parents.  
 

17. Isaac McAndless-Davis: Bernardo/Reynaldo/Dane/Osric/Attendant 
Isaac McAndless-Davis is pumped and ready to take on the “McAndless-Davis tradition,” as 
plethora of characters, including Barnardo, Reynaldo, and Osric. With his brother, Luke, 
leaving the program, he thought it time to finally join himself. When not rehearsing, Isaac can 
be found procrastinating, watching Doctor Who, crying over sad video game endings, and 
waiting for hours at bus stops. He's just graduated from Glenbrook Middle School, and is very 
excited to be moving on to New West Secondary School, the International Baccalaureate 
program. Isaac would like to thank his brother for involving him in the program and 
supporting him. 
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18. Sophie McNeilly: Polonius/Dane 
This is Sophie’s second year with the TSP and she is thrilled to be back. Some of her theatre credits 
include roles in Annie, Flower Drum Song, God/Death (All for Theatre Hamber), The Tempest (TSP) and 
Free/Fall (Theatre Free Radical). She would like to thank her family, the amazing cast and crew of 
Hamlet, her beloved feline companion, and you, for checking out the production. Enjoy the show! 

 
19. Sean Mawhinney: Marcellus/Player/Dane/Messenger/Attendant/Lord 

Sean Mawhinney is a 14 year old student attending 9th grade at Gleneagle Secondary in 
Coquitlam. This being his first year in the program, he has no idea what to expect. He will be 
part of the ensemble. In the past, Sean has played several different characters, including 
Bottom from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Bobchinski from The Government Inspector, and 
the Vizier from 1,001 Nights. Although his main hobby is acting, Sean also enjoys reading and 
writing. He would like to thank his parents for going through the trouble of transporting him 
from Coquitlam to Granville Island, as well as paying for the program. 
 

20. Sofia Newman: Hamlet 
Sofia is delighted to be playing the Prince of Denmark in this production of Hamlet. About to 
enter Grade 12 at New Westminster Secondary School, Sofia's favourite credits include Mary 
Snow in Salt-Water Moon, Jan in Grease, H in Theatre Replacement’s international co-
production of That Night Follows Day and Pandora Wonder in Runaways, a two-hander she 
did alongside her father. This is her record-breaking sixth summer participating in TSP, where 
she has played such roles as Trinculo in The Tempest and Mark Antony in Julius Caesar. 
Thanks to everyone who has ever taught her anything or been there for her in some way 
(whether they know it or not). 
 

21. Leila Raye: Claudius 
 Leila is ecstatic to be with TSP for her first time, especially because we're doing Hamlet! 
 Leila has been very busy and was involved in eight productions since September.  Her recent 
acting credits include Zanna, Don't! (Awkward Stage), Juvie and God of Carnage (Seycove 
Secondary), and Ali Baba... (Deep Cove Shaw Theatre).  She also recently assistant-directed 
and assistant-choreographed Arts Umbrella’s Pippin.  She wants to thank everyone who has 
ever taught her, particularly Andy Toth, and her family, friends, and boyfriend for their 
outstanding support.  She will continue studying theatre at the University of Alberta this 
September.  Enjoy the show!    

 

 
 
 

 



        TEEN SHAKESPEARE PROGRAM 
Hamlet MEDIA KIT 

 

22. Laura Reynolds: Cornelius/First Player/Lucianus/Dane/Sailor/Clown 1/Ambassador 
Laura Reynolds is delighted to be in the ensemble of Hamlet as the First Player and First 
Clown. She is 16 years old, and when she is not on stage she can be found reading, baking, 
writing and constantly singing. Laura has been in many other productions including Oliver 
(Encore Musical Theatre) and Annie (Gateway Theatre). This is her first year in TSP and she is 
excited to join such an animated and welcoming cast. Laura extends her thanks to everyone 
who has made this program possible. Enjoy the show! 
 

23. Darquise Saint Germain: Rosencrantz/Dane 
This year's production of Shakespeare's Hamlet is Darquise's second performance with the 
wonderful Carousel Theatre. She loves being on stage and hopes to continue performing for 
many years to follow. Last year she was part of the cast for The Tempest where she played 
the Boatswain along with Ceris and a few spirits. She is currently attending school at Kitsilano 
high and is only going into grade 9.  She is so excited to be a part of this year's production as 
Rosencrantz. Please enjoy the show and have a wonderful evening! 
 

24. Daelyn Lester- Serafini: Laertes/Prologue 
Daelyn is delighted to be a part of this exciting ensemble, and to play the lawless Laertes. This 
is her first year with TSP, but she has been a part of Artsumbrella for several years. Past roles 
include Hermia, Romeo, Autolycus, Hero, and her personal favorite, the Yellow Brick Road. 
She is going into her final year at Magee Secondary (WHAT? when did that happen?). In what 
little spare time she has, she enjoys savagely eating mangoes, and rapidly rollerblading 
around the city. She would like to thank YOU, the person reading this biography, for making 
the effort to come see this supercalifragilisticexpialidocious show. Because where would 
actors be without their audience? She'd also like to thank her current & previous directors for 
teaching her what it means to be a performer, and to her family for putting up with her crazy 
antics. Don't blink. 
 

25. Dexter Van Der Schyff: Ophelia/Captain 
Dexter is excited to be part of teen Shakespeare for a second year. Past theatre credits 
include the award winning Theatre Replacement production of That Night Follows Day at the 
PuSh festival, Macbeth and last year’s TSP production of The Tempest. This fall, watch him 
play Linus van Pelt in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. Besides theatre Dexter loves music 
and excels at the French Horn in his band class at Vancouver Technical secondary where he 
will begin his grade 10 year. Dexter hopes you enjoy this performance as much as he is 
thrilled to play one of his favorite roles in theatre! 
 

Interviews are available with any member of the cast or creative team. 
For more information, please contact Kazandra Pangilinan at 

604.669.3410 or kazandra@carouseltheatre.ca 
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PUBLICITY PHOTOS 

 
  

Sofia-Bunting Newman 

as Princess Hamlet. 

 

Dexter van der Schyff 

(Ophelia) and Sofia 

Bunting-Newman 

(Hamlet) 
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Seamus Fera (Ger Trood) 

Sofia Bunting-Newman (Hamlet) 

Dexter van der Schyff (Ophelia) 

Leila Raye (Claudius)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All photos by Kazandra Pangilinan. For high-resolution photos, contact Kazandra at 
604.669.3410 or kazandra@carouseltheatre.ca 

Seamus Fera (Ger Trood) 

Sofia Bunting-Newman (Hamlet) 

Leila Raye (Claudius)  

 


