
 

 

TEEN SHAKESPEARE PROGRAM 

Love’s Labour’s Lost MEDIA KIT 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Carousel Theatre for Young People invites the whole family to a teen production of Shakespeare’s Love’s 
Labour’s Lost, a comedy with a retro 1960s twist. Complete with waylaid letters and mistaken identities, 
this tale of star-crossed lovers features an unforgettable clash of wit, wordplay, and the crazy things we 
do for love. 
 
Trust us, when it comes to teen romance this isn’t exactly Romeo & Juliet. 
 
 

  

 
July 25 – Aug 9  |  Mon – Sat at 7:30pm 
Performance Works Outdoor Stage on Granville Island 
1218 Cartwright Street 
FREE for all ages 
 
Admission is FREE but seating is limited, so reservations are available for $5 per seat or $6 with a 
blanket. Reserve by phone or at tickets.carouseltheatre.ca 
 
Running time is approximately 80 minutes plus intermission.  
 
In continuation with its partnership with VOCALEYE, CTYP will once again offer an audio-described 
performance to blind and low-vision patrons on August 6, 2014. Learn more about VocalEye’s 
partnership with TSP here 

Media Contact:  
Faye Campbell 

faye@carouseltheatre.ca 
604.669.3410 

https://tickets.carouseltheatre.ca/
http://www.carouseltheatre.ca/vocaleye-and-the-teen-shakespeare-program/
mailto:faye@carouseltheatre.ca


 

 

Love’s Labour’s Lost is an outdoor performance, so dress warmly for the evening. In case of rain, the 
show will be moved inside. Concession and an interactive Craft Zone will be available in the Teen 
Shakespeare Village before the show and during intermission.  

 
SHAKESPEARE IN THE 60’S 
In typical TSP fashion, our teen players are taking on the Bard’s wit and wordplay with a playful slant: this 
summer, the language of love belongs to 1960s-inspired hippies, students, and straight-laced squares.  
This adaptation seems perfect for a teenage troupe: what could be more fitting than a tale of self control 
and forbidden love set against a counterculture phenomenon to get Vancouver’s youth psyched on 
Shakespeare? 
 

SYNOPSIS 
The King of Navarre persuades his lords to join him in swearing a strict three-year oath of scholarship, 
simplicity, and the avoidance of women. But when the Princess of France and her ladies insist on paying 
a visit, the men are soon scrambling for their attentions and a way out of the deal. Meanwhile, the 
clownish hippie Costard is collared for wooing Jaquenetta in the forest and sentenced to serve the 
flamboyant Spaniard, Don Adriano de Armado, who himself has eyes for Jaquenetta. With the Princess 
and her ladies forced to camp outside the city walls and the King compelled to meet her on official 
business, it is not long before the men take to secret letters and absurd disguises to make the best of 
their situation. Alas, the pursuit of love is a tangled affair and mixed messages, mistaken identities, and 
biting wit seem to stand in the way of a happy ending.  
 

ABOUT THE TEEN SHAKESPEARE PROGRAM 
For 24 summers, Carousel Theatre for Young People’s Teen Shakespeare Program has been providing 
pre-professional theatre training to teens 13-18 in an intensive six-week program. During the program, 
teen actors are treated as professional artists and receive training in voice, movement, and text analysis 
toward a fully-staged public performance. The program provides an opportunity for participants to 
enhance their performing abilities and further their development as emerging artists while providing the 
community with free and accessible theatre. 
 

ABOUT CAROUSEL THEATRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Carousel Theatre for Young People is in its 39th season of creating and producing theatre specifically  
for young people. Every season approximately 40 000 young people and their families benefit from  
CTYP’s programming. The company has received thirteen Jessie Awards and 70 nominations in the 
Theatre for Young Audiences category in the past six seasons. 

 
  



 

 

THE COMPANY 
THE CREATIVE TEAM 

Mike Stack: Head Instructor 
Mike is extremely grateful to have the opportunity to be the Lead Instructor for the wonderful Teen 
Shakespeare Program with Carousel Theatre for Young People. His extensive work with youth includes 
14 years as guest Director for Theatre Temp at Templeton Secondary, numerous ongoing Shakespeare 
workshops throughout the Lower Mainland Homelearning community, and serving as coordinator of the 
Young Shakespeareans Program at Bard on the Beach from 1998 – 2012. He continues to lead workshops 
for Bard and is also the Student Performer coordinator for Mortal Coil Performance Society’s popular 
Ghost Train in Stanley Park. Mike has been involved with Carousel Theatre for Young People for many 
years, most recently directing Wondrous Tales of Old Japan and performing in their productions of The 
Cat in the Hat and The Wizard of Oz. He is a multiple Jessie Award nominee, and a graduate of the Studio 
58 Professional Theatre Training Program at Langara College. 
 
Melissa Oei: Assistant Instructor 
Melissa is a theatre actor who trained at Studio 58 and has performed with many theatre companies 
including Arts Club Theatre, Citadel Theatre, Alley Theatre, Hardline Productions, Theatre North West, 
TUTS, United Players, Kaleidoscope Theatre, and Caravan Stage Company.  For Carousel Theatre for 
Young People she has appeared in Love You Forever, Aesop’s Fables, Arthur Boy King, and Seussical 
x4. Also this summer, Melissa is assistant directing with Canada's first ever multicultural all female 
Shakespeare ensemble, Classic Chic Productions, on a production of The Winter's Tale, which she hopes 
you will also see. Melissa is proud to be an instructor with CTYP's Teen Shakespeare Program as well as 
their wonderful theatre school! 
 
Lauren Stewart: Sound & Set Designer 
Lauren is a recent graduate of the Technical Theatre Diploma Program at Capilano University and is 
currently going for her BFA in Theatre Production and Design at UBC. Lauren is excited to be working on 
her first set design and her first sound design with Carousel Theatre for Young People. Recent sound 
design credits include: Komagata Maru (Theatre at UBC), Spoils of Troy (Theatre at UBC), and 7 Stories 
(Exit 22). Lauren would like to thank Carole Higgins for her endless support and guidance through this 
project, the cast and crew for their hard work and dedication, and her friends and family for their 
constant love. www.laurenstewartdesigns.net 
 
Stephanie Kong: Costume Designer 
This is Stephanie's fifth year back at Carousel Theatre for Young People. Some past TSP credits include 
Hamlet and The Tempest. She and her fellow talented designers recently received a Jessie award for 
Outstanding Design TYA for Presentations House Theatre's Jack and the Bean. Up next for Stephanie: 
spending a whole season with Carousel Theatre for Young People creating awesome things with 
awesome people! Stephanie is a graduate of Theatre Design and Production at UBC and Stagecraft at 
Douglas College. 
 
Noah Feaver: Lighting Designer 
Noah is excited to be designing the lighting for the Teen Shakespeare Program again. Last year Noah 
designed Hamlet. Noah is currently studying theatre production at Ryerson University. Previous lighting 
designs include: Changing Minds, Bunked, Dracula: The Musical?, Zanna Don’t!, Smile, 13: The Musical 

http://www.laurenstewartdesigns.net/


 

 

(Awkward Stage Productions), La Serva Padrona (Opera Mariposa), La Boheme, Gianni Schicchi (The 
Opera Project) as well as numerous designs for Collingwood School’s dance shows. 
 
Ashley Noyes: Head of Properties 
Ashley is thrilled to be back at Carousel Theatre for Young People for a third summer with TSP.  She is a 
graduate of Theatre at UBC. Favourite credits include: Wondrous Tales of Old Japan, Busytown, Seussical 
Hamlet, The Tempest (Carousel Theatre for Young People), Seascape with Sharks and Dancer, Closer 
(Shift Theatre Society), The Bomb-itty of Errors (Twenty-Something Theatre), Salt Water Moon 
(Ridickulous Theatre), and A Little Creation (Theatre at UBC). 
 
Scarlett Larry: Stage Manager 
 Scarlett is returning to TSP for her third year after acting in The Tempest, working backstage on Hamlet, 
and now stage managing Love’s Labour’s Lost. Scarlett is a Theatre Production (BFA) and New Play 
Dramaturgy student at York University in Toronto. There, she has been on a variety of crews including 
lighting, carpentry and makeup. Most recent production credits include Assistant Stage Manager for the 
Arts Umbrella Dance Company at The Playhouse Theatre and Follow-Spot Operator for CTYP and 
Touchstone Theatre’s The Lawyer Show. Scarlett feels very grateful for being welcomed into the CTYP 
family with such open arms. 
 
Heather Ellen Strain: Assistant Stage Manager 
 Heather is thrilled to be working on her first show with TSP. Starting in grade 8, she was co-head of the 
technical theatre program at her school which landed her as backstage crew during their plays. She then 
went on to be ASM for 3 of her high school’s productions, inspiring a love of the theatre that led her to 
take on Concordia University’s Design for the Theatre program in the coming fall. She would like to thank 
the actors for listening when she tells them what to do, and the audience for coming out to enjoy the 
show 
 
Michael Gunion: Site Coordinator 
From performing to marketing and production management, Michael loves creating new and leading 
forms of entertainment. Michael would like to thank Carousel Theatre for Young People, as it was on this 
very stage that launched him into the world of theatre. Since then, Michael has been privileged to work 
with such companies as The Vancouver Playhouse, Touchstone Theatre, Pacific Theatre, Bouche 
Whacked Theatre Collective, Pi Theatre, The Vancouver Cultural Centre, SHIFT Theatre, The Jewish Film 
Festival, Motion 58 Films, POV Film Festival, 1st Video Band, The KULTH Music Festival and UBC LipDub. 
 

THE CAST 
Emily Armitage: Katherine 
Emily is extremely excited to be performing in Carousel Theatre for Young People’s production of Love’s 
Labour’s Lost this year as Lady Katherine. This is Emily’s second year in the Teen Shakespeare Program 
and she can’t wait to be part of yet another amazing production. She is currently a grade ten student at 
New Westminster Secondary School where she spends the school year impatiently awaiting TSP to begin.  
In her spare time, Emily enjoys reading, making (horrible) jewelry, and wasting copious amounts of time 
on the internet, as well as having fun exploring Vancouver with her friends. Emily would love to thank 
everyone who works to make this program the amazing experience that it is! Enjoy the show!   
 

 



 

 

Bronwen Bente: Jaquenetta/Marcade 
Bronwen is thrilled to be joining the Teen Shakespeare Program for the first time this year. She has acted 
at Carousel Theatre for Young People’s theatre school since the age of seven and especially enjoyed 
playing the roles of Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz and Rachel in The Chrysalids. An Irish dancer since she 
was six, Bronwen now competes in international events. Later this summer she will be performing in the 
Saint Michael’s University Summer Musical Theatre production of Young Frankenstein in Victoria, BC. 
Bronwen descends from several generations of theatre folk and dedicates her performance in Love’s 
Labour’s Lost to the memory of her grandfather, Gabe Prendergast. 
 
Bonnie Duff: Rosaline 
Bonnie Duff is an avid Shakespeare enthusiast who is thrilled to be playing the part of Rosaline in her first 
year of TSP. Past credits include Little Women, the Musical (Jo March), Pippin (Fastrada), Lucky Stiff, and 
Dear Edwina (Ensemble), all with Arts Umbrella’s Musical Theatre Troupe. Her other theatrical 
endeavours include The Edge Project: Good to Go (Band, Ensemble, Script Manager, Playwright) and Arts 
Club’s LEAP Playwriting Intensive. She would like to thank Mike, Melissa, Scarlett, and Carole, as well as 
all her directors, teachers, and instructors that have taught her not to take herself too seriously. Enjoy 
the show!  
 
JS Gilbert: Berowne 
Once upon a time there was surprisingly large boy legally named John Sebastian. This boy was called JS 
by himself and those around him. One day JS auditioned for a play. He failed miserably and was asked 
(out of the kindness of Mike Stack’s heart or because he was one of the few boys that auditioned) to 
come back more prepared. Which he did. And during the second audition JS figuratively “nailed it” (he 
had actually only done slightly better than previously) and was cast as his favorite character in the play 
you are about to, should, are in the middle of, or have just, seen (and enjoyed). 
 
Jonah Heyl: Anthony Dull 
This is Jonah’s first year in the Teen Shakespeare Program. In this play he will be acting dull. He has 
recently played Gordy in Closure and has also acted in Hecuba with the United Players. Jonah has also 
played Macbeth in Macbeth and Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s Dream with Young Shakespeareans. He 
has acted with Carousel Theatre for Young People for about 5 years. He would like to thank the lighting 
team, the front of house, and the cast for giving him a wonderful run, and Carole Higgins, Mike Stack, our 
stage manager, our costume designer who designed all of our trendy costumes, and anyone else who 
helped make it happen. 
 
Noah Heyl: Dumaine 
Noah is ecstatic to be part of the Teen Shakespeare Program for a second year! Last year he played 
Horatio in TSP's production of Hamlet. Recent roles include Bottom, Macbeth, and Dr. Einstein in Arsenic 
and Old Lace. Noah attends Lord Byng Secondary where he will be going into grade 11. Noah would like 
to thank all the people who made this show possible. Enjoy the show! 
 
Daisy Hulme: Nathania 
Daisy is 15 years old and this is her second year in TSP. She is thrilled to be a part of this year's 
production of Love's Labour's Lost! Daisy enjoys singing, reading, writing, eating apples, and wearing top 
hats whenever she's not acting or at school. She is in choir at her school (New Westminster Secondary 
School) and has participated in classes at the Bernie Legge Theatre, the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts, the 



 

 

Wally Cultural Centre, and the Place Des Arts, among others. She'd like to thank her family for being so 
supportive of her obsession with acting and all of her friends for putting up with it. 
 
Laurin Kaardal: Holofernia 
Laurin is ecstatic to be a part of such an amazing program this year alongside this wonderful cast for this 
production of Love’s Labour’s Lost. This is her first year in TSP and she can’t tell you enough how happy 
she is to be a part of it (thank you Laura for introducing me to it!) Laurin has been in many productions 
over the course of the last few years but her most recent credits include: Meg in Little Women (with Arts 
Umbrella’s Pre-Professional Musical Theatre Troupe) and Mrs. Stanley in The Man Who Came to Dinner. 
She would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has ever been supportive of her acting 
career, particularly her parents, her friends, and her fab singing coach.Also a huge thank you to her cast 
for being so awesome and welcoming. Enjoy the Show! 
 
Isaac McAndless-Davis: Ferdinand, King of Navarre 
Isaac is very glad to be returning for his second year in TSP after playing a variety of roles in yesteryear's 
Hamlet. Isaac has also performed in Jesus Christ Super Star and taken many school drama courses; 
however, he considers TSP to be his biggest welcome into the theatre world and for that he is very 
grateful. Isaac would like to thank his brother for introducing him to TSP and helping him every step of 
this way. Isaac's interests include choral music, computer programming, video game design, studying 
human behaviour, and watching Fight Club over and over and over. 
 
Elitza Marinova-Todd: Moth 
Once upon a time there was a girl. Her first word was 'periwinkle', and from then on she never would 
keep quiet. For when one has such marvelous tasting words on one's tongue it is imprudent to keep 
one's mouth shut. As a child she wrote on all she could get her hands on, sang when the room was 
empty, painted when the walls were white, and brought life to the air. Now she tells stories with her 
words, pictures and performances. She only wishes to climb higher with her crazy cast members and 
inspirational instructors. 
 
Sean Mawhinney: Costard 
Sean Mawhinney is a 15 year old student going into 11th grade at Gleneagle Secondary in Coquitlam. This 
is his second year with TSP. He will be playing the part of Costard the Swaine. In the past, Sean has 
played several different characters, including Bottom from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Bobchinski 
from The Government Inspector, and various ensemble roles in last year’s Hamlet. Although his main 
hobby is acting, Sean also enjoys reading and writing. He would like to thank his parents for going 
through the trouble of transporting him from Coquitlam to Granville Island, as well as paying for the 
program. 
 
Mairead Mysynuk: Maria 
A fifteen year old girl with the ambition to try new things and one day finding the opportunity that would 
be impossible to ignore: Teen Shakespeare Program. Hard working, Mairead pulled her confidence out of 
her socks for the audition and was just thinking that it would be part of a great experience and not 
expecting anything such as a role. That confidence was just enough for her to land a role in Love's 
Labour's Lost. With a lack of experience in acting, the role of Maria in LLL was a great surprise for 
Mairead. Prior to TSP, she has had some experience in plays such as Macbeth (playing Macbeth), The 
Tempest and others, as well as acting classes at Tarlington, Stage Coach, Lights Camera Action, and 



 

 

Carousel Theatre for Young People. Mairead has found this new interest in acting very exciting. Some of 
Mairead's other interests include singing, designing, makeup, fashion, drawing, song writing, and talking 
to friends and people in general. Mairead is extremely excited to make new friends in TSP and is happy 
to perform with this amazing cast. She shows her appreciation and gives a large thanks to TSP. 
 
Fox Mutual: Longaville 
Fox Mutual is 13 and in grade 8 at Vancouver Technical. He has a limited amount of theater experience. 
This being his first year in teen Shakespeare, he had no idea what to expect. He had an amazing time 
both bonding with the cast and learning how to play Longaville, his character and one of the king’s men. 
He would like to thank the cast, the director, and anyone else who helped put together this amazing 
play. He would also like to thank his family for encouraging him to join this play. 
 
Sofia Newman: Armado 
Sofia Bunting Newman finds it hard to believe that this is her seventh and final year in TSP, where she 
has played such roles as Hamlet, Trinculo in The Tempest, and Mark Antony in Julius Caesar. Past credits 
include Claire Ganz in Rumors, Mary Snow in Salt-Water Moon, Jan in Grease, H in Theatre 
Replacement’s international co-production of That Night Follows Day, and Pandora Wonder 
in Runaways, a two-hander she did alongside her father. She was most recently seen singing Off-
Broadway at the Sage Theater as part of the Beginnings Workshop. She hopes you all enjoy this labour of 
love! 
 
Laura Reynolds: Princess of France 
Laura is 17 years old and delighted to be returning to TSP this year. She has performed with Arts 
Umbrella's Senior Theatre Troupe, Encore Musical Theatre, and school productions, among others. 
Laura's love for acting can always be traced back to the people around her and she thanks everyone who 
makes TSP such a lively, welcoming environment. She hopes you receive as much joy watching this show 
as she has had putting it together; after all, without an audience, actors are just people in strange 
clothes talking too loudly. 
 
Darquise St. Germain: Boyet 
This year is Darquise's 3rd year with Carousel Theatre for Young People's Teen Shakespeare Program and 
she is thrilled to be in it again. She began acting when she was 6 years old and hasn't stopped since. She 
is now 15 years old and goes to Kitsilano Secondary where she is in the French immersion program. She 
loves playing and listening to music more than almost anything and she can always find comfort in 
doodling.  

 
 

  
Interviews are available with any member of the cast or creative team. 

For more information contact Faye Campbell at 
604.669.3410 or faye@carouseltheatre.ca 



ABOVE: Sean Mawhinney as Costard, Isaac McAndless-Davis 
as Ferdinand, King of Navarre, and Laura Reynolds as 
Princess of France

RIGHT: Isaac McAndless-Davis (Ferdinand), Sean Mawhinney 
(Costard), and Laura Reynolds (Princess of France)

BELOW: Isaac McAndless-Davis (Ferdinand), Sean Mawhin-
ney (Costard), and Laura Reynolds (Princess of France)

PREVIEW PHOTOS

All photos by Faye Campbell
For high-resolution photos, contact Faye at 604.669.3410 

or faye@carouseltheatre.ca



Sean Mawhinney as Costard

Isaac McAndless-Davis (Ferdinand) and 
Laura Reynolds (Princess of France)

Sean Mawhinney (Costard), Isaac McAndless-Davis 
(Ferdinand), and Laura Reynolds (Princess of France)

All photos by Faye Campbell
For high-resolution photos, contact Faye at 604.669.3410 

or faye@carouseltheatre.ca
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