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Educator Resource Guide

Welcome! We are thrilled to welcome you and your students to 
Carousel Theatre for Young People! This abbreviated version of 
our Sultans of the Street Resource Guide was prepared by Jessica 
Gutteridge and designed by Faye Campbell. We hope that it will 
give you a taste of the resources we provide to educators for use in 
the classroom before and after your adventure to the theatre. The 
games and exercises are sorted based on recommended grade 
levels, but please feel free to adjust the activities to suit your needs. 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please give us a call at 
604.669.3410 or email us at schools@carouseltheatre.ca

Keep an eye out for these red 
boxes on each of the Classroom 
Activities! 

Our Curriculum Ties can assist 
with the Prescribed Learning 
Outcomes in B.C.’s curriculum 
packages.

Preview Copy

mailto:schools%40carouseltheatre.ca?subject=
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Brothers Prakash, age 12, and Ojha, age 10, are flying kites to practice for a competition. While playing on 
the streets of Kolkata, they see Mala, age 10, and her little brother Chun Chun, age 7, who live on the street. 
Mala and Chun Chun dress up as Hindu gods and beg for money, which is then taken from them by Aunty, 
the woman who makes them go out to beg instead of going to school ever since their parents were killed in 
a train crash. “If you pay us we will bless you, if you deny us we will curse you,” say Mala and Chun Chun as 
they beg the passersby. Mala and Chun Chun long for the day, promised by Aunty, when they can return to 
school – Mala to dance and Chun Chun to study math.

Prakash and Ojha, though from a poor family, have enough money to go to school, save up for kites, and eat 
regularly. They are aghast to see how hard Mala and Chun Chun work for so little, even resorting to stealing 
food, and offer to help them. Mala is suspicious of “rich kids” and pulls Chun Chun away. Ojha, intrigued, 
steals oranges from a fruit seller, even though Prakash has warned him that stealing is wrong. Aunty witnesses 
this, and coerces the children to come to beg for her as well, instead of attending school.

Although Mala is distrustful of the new boys, and refuses to befriend them, Chun 
Chun and Ojha begin to develop a friendship and exchange thoughts about 
their lives and dreams. Observing Aunty once again deceiving Mala and Chun 
Chun about her failure to register them for school, Ojha and Prakash come to 
understand how Aunty has been lying to them and abusing Mala and Chun 
Chun. Although they know if they tell on her they will be in trouble for having 
stolen, skipped school, and begged, they realize they must help their new friends. 

The brothers meet the Pao Bhaji Wallah, a vendor who makes Chun Chun’s 
favourite snack, who is also a 700 year old wise man. He guides them to Mala 
and Chun Chun, who do not want to listen to Prakash and Ojha’s revelations. 
The brothers insist that if they will only confront Aunty, they will turn themselves 
in and stop working. Mala and Chun Chun defend her as the person who raised 
them as orphans and refuse to listen, but the Pao Bhaji Wallah praises Prakash 
and Ojha for having made the right decision.

The next day, Prakash and Ojha return to the street to return their costumes. They 
have confessed all and been grounded from the kite competition. They confront 
Aunty about her abuse of Mala and Chun Chun, who are willing to defend her 
until Aunty claims she has raised them since their parents died in a car accident 
– not the train crash they had been told. Mala and Chun Chun realize Aunty 
has continually lied to them and taken their money to protect herself. Finally 
understanding that they have been exploited, left penniless, and without the 
prospect of attending school, Mala and Chun Chun curse Aunty and threaten to 
tell the police if she ever comes near them again.

Even free from Aunty, Mala still distrusts and resents Prakash and Ojha for 
having meddled in their lives. Chun Chun persuades her that the brothers have 
become friends to them, and Mala agrees to let Prakash and Ojha introduce 
them to the kite factory owner who can give them better jobs to earn money for 
school. Together, the four friends depart to register for school.

Synopsis
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Background:
On January 14th is the Hindu festival of Uttarayan (also called Makar Sankranti), which celebrates the day when 
the sun starts to travel northward, marking the decline of winter. The holiday is widely celebrated throughout 
India with kite flying festivals. A large International Kite Festival takes place in the city of Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
in western India. The video below gives a rich and extensive view of the festival: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8ON_w59sXzs

The kite festivals include competitions for design and beauty, but also to see which kites can last the longest 
and go the highest. Some competitors coat the strings of their kites with a glue containing ground glass, so 
that the strings can cut down other kites in the air. This article contains information and images about the 
markets and kite festival: http://sandeepachetan.com/makar-sankranti-festival-kites-india-gujarat/

Enjoy these videos and photographs showing the city during the kite festival.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zSQruHvsvA (day to night)
http://www.tomrobinsonphotography.com/uttarayan-kite-festival-gujarat-india/

Kite Competition Activity:
After you have shared these resources with your students 
about kites and kite competitions, it’s time for the class to 
prepare for its own kite festival! Each student can make a 
kite, and then take them outside for a friendly competition. 
While in India, some competitors paint their kite strings 
with a solution containing ground glass so the strongest 
kites can cut down others in the air, we don’t suggest that 
intense a competition. Consider contests for longest in the 
air, highest flight, and most colourful design.

Here are some basic instructions for making a kite:
 Materials for each kite:
 2 thin wooden sticks or dowels (one up to three feet long, the other up to two feet long), with notches
 cut in each end
 1 roll of strong thread 
 1 sheet of paper large enough to fit the sticks when crossed, plus extra scraps for the kite tail (Mylar
 wrapping paper is extra sturdy and looks beautiful in the sky!)
 Scissors
 Glue

1. Arrange the sticks in a T shape, placing them in such a way that the shorter stick is one-third of the 
way down the longer stick. Join the two sticks by tying a string tightly around the joint. Knot the string 
and cut it. Put glue on the string and let it dry. 

2. Slot the string into the notches and pull it tight, all the way around. Knot the two ends of the string 
together. 

3. Decorate the paper as desired. Put the frame of the kite on the paper. Cut the paper in a shape larger 
than the size of the frame. Cut away the corners. Fold the edges of the paper over the frame and glue 
in place. Allow to dry.

4. Cut a piece of the string up to the length of two sides of the kite (one short side plus one long side). 
Tie one end of the string around the top of the spine and the other end to the bottom of the spine, 
making a knotted loop in the middle of the string. Cut off any extra string. 

5. Cut a string that is five times as long as the kite for the tail. Attach scrap paper strips to the tail, 8 
inches apart and tie to the bottom of the spine. Tie the remainder of the spool of thread to the loop 
on the back of the kite.

6. Fly your kite!

Curriculum Ties

Arts Education: Explore personal experience, community, 
and culture through arts activities.

Social Studies: Explain why people, events, and places are 
significant to various individuals and groups (significance).

Physical and Health Education: Identify opportunities 
to be physically active at school, at home, and in the 
community.

Kite Festival (Grade 1-3)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ON_w59sXzs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ON_w59sXzs
http://sandeepachetan.com/makar-sankranti-festival-kites-india-gujarat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zSQruHvsvA
http://www.tomrobinsonphotography.com/uttarayan-kite-festival-gujarat-india/
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India has a vibrant culture of street food, with vendors preparing all manner of meals and snacks from 
portable stands. In Sultans of the Street, the children interact with a street food vendor, the Pao-Bhaji Wallah, 
who is really a 700 year-old wise man. He serves Pao-Bhaji (also sometimes called Pav Bhaji), a vegetable 
stew served on toasted, buttered rolls. Each order is prepared to the taste of the customer, who can choose 
how toasted the roll should be, how much butter should be spread, and whether to add tomato, onion, lime, 
mango powder, and other seasonings.

Cooking Pao-Bhaji. If your school has access to cooking facilities, consider preparing Pao-Bhaji together, or 
ask a volunteer to prepare the dish at home and bring to class for everyone to taste. Here is a sample recipe:

Cook time: 30 min.
2-4 servings

Ingredients
2 Tbsp vegetable or canola oil
1 large onion chopped finely
1 tsp ginger, minced
1 tsp minced garlic
2 green chillies slit lengthwise
1 bell pepper, finely chopped
3 tomatoes, finely chopped
1 cup each of each of these vegetables, finely diced and boiled: green beans, carrots, cauliflower
1 cup boiled and peeled potatoes
1/2 cup boiled green peas
3 tsp pav bhaji masala (available at Indian groceries, or make your own using the recipe below) 
1 tsp red chili powder
1/4 tsp turmeric powder
Salt to taste
1/2 tsp lime juice
Butter
2-4 buns (called pavs)

Directions
1. Heat oil in a pan. Add onions, ginger, garlic, and green chillies and sauté till 

golden brown. Add boiled vegetables and stir until heated through.
2. Stir in the pav bhaji masala, turmeric, tomatoes, bell pepper and salt. Add slit 

green chillies and water and mix well. Cook for 4-5 minutes.
3. Mash the vegetables till they are little pulpy.
4. Add lime juice and serve with toasted, buttered buns or other bread. You can 

also serve chopped tomatoes, onions, lime, and mango powder on the side 
to add to taste.

Source: http://food.ndtv.com/recipe-pav-bhaji-227446

Curriculum Ties

Social Studies: Use Social Studies inquiry 
processes and skills to: ask questions; 
gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and 
communicate findings and decisions.

Physical and Health Education: Food choices 
to support active lifestyles and overall health.

The Street Food of India (Grade 4-5)

http://food.ndtv.com/recipe-pav-bhaji-227446
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Pav Bhaji Masala Recipe

Ingredients
2 small black cardamoms
4 tbsp coriander seeds
2 tbsp cumin
2 tsp black peppercorns
¾ tbsp. fennel seeds
5 red dry chilies (or to taste)
2 inch cinnamon stick
6 cloves
1 tbsp amchur powder (dry mango powder)

Directions
1. In a pan on the stove, dry roast all the ingredients 

one after the other except amchur powder.
2. Add amchur powder to the hot ingredients to 

release amchur’s aroma. Once cool, crush with a 
mortar and pestle, in a food processor, or a spice 
grinder to make a fine powder. Sieve if necessary.

3. Store in an air tight glass jar and store in the 
fridge.

Source: http://indianhealthyrecipes.com/homemade-pav-bhaji-masala-powder-recipe/

 Cultures spanning the world offer similarly customizable street foods, often wrapped in a 
crepe, bread, tortilla, pastry, or other edible container to be enjoyed while out and about. What foods fitting 
this description are familiar to your students? Which foods are prepared in their families? How do they like 
to customize their serving? Celebrate a special food day by asking students to bring and share their families’ 
versions of these treats. Each student can contribute a recipe, illustration, and personal story to a classroom 
cookbook. Students can analyze the recipes and create menus to see how a variety of street foods supports 
healthy eating.

http://indianhealthyrecipes.com/homemade-pav-bhaji-masala-powder-recipe/
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In Sultans of the Street, Ojha is repelled and fascinated by the fact that Chun Chun has stolen food. Although 
well fed at home, Ojha steals two oranges to snack on. The two pairs of children in the play constantly 
debate with each other regarding the choices they must make – steal or go hungry, intervene or stand aside, 
participate in wrongdoing or accept punishment. 

In May, Italy’s highest court ruled that a homeless man who took less than $5 of cheese and sausage while 
paying only for breadsticks could not be convicted of a crime because “the right to survival prevails over 
property.”
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36190557

In this activity, students will read the article above and then consider the question presented: whether it should 
be morally or legally right to steal if you are hungry and lack food. They will then have an opportunity to 
debate the question and see if their viewpoint changes. At the end of the classroom exercise, each student 
will write a short essay stating their final viewpoint and responding to opposing arguments. If the activity 
is conducted after the students have seen Sultans of the Street, they can connect their conclusions to the 
experiences of the characters in the play.

Classroom Exercise (Approx. 45 minutes)
Materials:  4 large pieces of paper with these words written on them: Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree, 
Strongly Disagree, Somewhat Disagree 

1. Post the four pieces of paper in the four corners of the classroom. 
After the students have read the article linked above regarding 
the Italian court decision, write the topic on the board (such as 
“It should not be illegal to take food without paying for it if you 
are starving”). 

2. Have students move to the corner that best matches their 
position (Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree, Strongly Disagree, 
Somewhat Disagree). (If social cliques are a problem, you 
can have students write their choice on a card first in order to 
ensure honest reactions.) Each corner will have 3-5 minutes to 
discuss and solidify their arguments and reasoning. Each group 
selects a spokesperson to express the group’s position. He/she 
has 1 minute to express the argument concisely and persuade 
their classmates. Before beginning the debate, the teacher can 
instruct on debate etiquette (ie. no put-downs, one speaker at a 
time, respect other viewpoints, etc.).

3. After the first corner presents, invite those who have been 
persuaded to move to the appropriate corner. Direct each group to present their group’s position 
in turn. Allow students to move to the appropriate corners if they have changed their minds. If time 
allows, invite each corner to choose another representative to sum up the argument and rebut any 
additional opposing points made in 30 seconds.

4. Each student will write a 5-paragraph persuasive essay expressing their viewpoint on the question at 
the end of the classroom exercise. Each student should express her/his position clearly, use appropriate 
logic, and address opposing viewpoints. If the class has seen Sultans of the Street, ask them to add a 
paragraph explaining how their conclusions fit with the characters and events in the play.

Curriculum Ties

English Language Arts: Think critically, 
creatively, and reflectively to explore 
ideas within, between, and beyond texts; 
Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 
shared understanding and extend thinking; 
Oral language strategies.

Social Studies: Make ethical judgments 
about events, decisions, and actions that 
consider the conditions of a particular time 
and place, and assess appropriate ways to 
respond (ethical judgment); global poverty 
and inequality issues, including class 
structure and gender.

Persuasive Essay/Debate (Grade 6-7)

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36190557%0D
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Theatre Etiquette
We are so excited that you’ve chosen to bring your students to our show!  We are honoured to represent, for 
many, their first visit to a live performance. To help ensure that their first experience is a safe and enjoyable 
one, we’ve included some guidelines below that we hope will help our guests know what to expect as an 
audience member, and also what is expected.

•	 Food,	drinks,	 candy	and	gum	are	not	permitted	 in	 the	 theatre.	 If	 your	 class	has	packed	 lunches,	
please ensure that they stay inside backpacks until your group has left the theatre. Bottles of water are 
permitted.

•	 Noise	carries	in	the	theatre.	Even	the	quietest	of	whispers	can	be	distracting	to	the	performers	and	
other audience members. Please remind your students to refrain from talking or moving around 
during the play, but that laughter and clapping is ok. And of course feel free to join in audience 
participation moments when invited by the company!

•	 Please	ask	your	students	to	refrain	from	touching	the	set	pieces	or	props	before,	after	or	during	the	
show as the actors need them for the next performance so that other students can also enjoy them. 
Leaning or climbing on the edge of the stage or step units is not permitted.

•	 Please	encourage	everyone	to	use	the	washroom	facilities	prior	to	the	performance.		Our	ushers	are	
happy to assist anyone who needs to leave or re-enter the theatre, and will do so at an appropriate 
moment in the show through the exit door on house right, mid-way up the stairs.  Young ones are not 
permitted to leave the theatre unless accompanied by an adult.

•	 Throwing	objects	or	using	laser	pointers	is	not	permitted.	We	might	have	to	stop	the	performance	if	
this occurs, as it compromises the safety of the performers and other audience members. 

•	 Due	to	copyright	rules	and	performer	safety,	photography	and	recording	of	any	kind	is	prohibited	
inside the theatre

•	 The	use	of	cell	phones,	iPads,	video	gaming	systems,	etc.	is	strictly	prohibited.	
All audience members including educators, parents and students must turn off 
their devices prior to the show and tuck them away.

•	 We	 encourage	 our	 audiences	 to	 respond	 to	 our	 performances;	 laughter	 is	
welcomed when appropriate and applause at the end of a performance is the 
best feedback of all. If your students are curious about ‘standing ovations’, you 
can let them know that standing up and clapping is a way people show the 
actors that they think a performance was extra special and deserving.

Enjoy the performance!  
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Carousel Theatre for Young People (CTYP) is a non-profit, charitable organization that was incorporated in 
1976. In its early years the company performed at several different venues in Vancouver including the Arts 
Club Seymour Street and the Vancouver East Cultural Centre. CTYP has been based on Granville Island 
since 1981 where we operate a small facility including classroom/rehearsal halls, a costume workshop and 
administrative offices.

CTYP’s dedication to artistic excellence has resulted in critical acclaim and thirteen Jessie Awards and 70 
nominations in the Theatre for Young Audiences category in the past six seasons. Most recently, CTYP’s 
Busytown received six Jessie Award nominations and won for Outstanding Production, TYA in 2014. Other 
recent productions of note include Bird Brain, A Year with Frog and Toad, Seussical and The Odyssey, all of 
which received multiple Jessie Awards, including Outstanding Production, TYA.

Each season approximately 40 000 young people and their families benefit from CTYP’s programming, which 
includes a mainstage season of literary classics, a year-round drama school for ages 3-17 and a summer 
Teen Shakespeare Program. At Carousel Theatre for Young People we believe that the arts, and specifically 
theatre, plays a vital role in a young person’s development. We envision a community that empowers people 
to be more imaginative, expressive and engaged.

About Carousel Theatre for Young People

1411 Cartwright Street   
Vancouver, BC   V6H 3R7

TEL             604.669.3410      
FAX             604.669.3817
EMAIL  schools@carouseltheatre.ca
WEB           www.carouseltheatre.ca

STAFF
Artistic Director, Carole Higgins
Managing Director, Aliyah Amarshi
Education Manager, Jessica Gutteridge
Marketing & Operations Manager, Faye Campbell

For more information on this production, or other inquiries about Carousel Theatre for Young People’s 
programming, please contact schools@carouseltheatre.ca

Contact Us

Carousel Theatre for Young People would like to thank the following organizations for their support:

Our Sponsors

mailto:schools@carouseltheatre.ca
www.carouseltheatre.ca
mailto:schools%40carouseltheatre.ca?subject=

