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Educator Resource Guide

Keep an eye out for these boxes 
on each of the Classroom 
Activities! 

Our Curriculum Ties can assist 
with the Prescribed Learning 
Outcomes in B.C.’s curriculum 
packages.

Welcome! We are thrilled to welcome you and your students to Carousel 
Theatre for Young People! Our A Charlie Brown Christmas Resource Guide 
was prepared by Jessica Gutteridge and designed by Faye Campbell. These 
resources are for classroom engagement before and after the show. The 
games and exercises are designed based on recommended grade levels, 
but please feel free to adjust the activities to suit your needs. If you have any 
questions or suggestions, please give us a call at 604.669.3410 or email 
us at schools@carouseltheatre.ca.

October 13, 2016

mailto:schools%40carouseltheatre.ca?subject=
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It is Christmas time, and Snoopy and his friends are enjoying the season while skating. Charlie Brown isn’t 
feeling the spirit. He tells Linus that he enjoys the activities of the holiday, but it doesn’t make him feel happy. 
He visits Lucy at her Doctor’s Booth to ask for advice. She tells him that he needs to be more involved and 
suggests he direct the gang’s Christmas pageant. 

Charlie Brown’s little sister Sally asks him to help her write a letter to Santa. Sally asks for a long list of 
presents, or money instead. Charlie Brown is disappointed that even his own sister is focused only on getting 
presents.

At rehearsal for the pageant, the gang is disappointed that 
Charlie Brown will be their director, but he gets down to 
business and hands out the roles. The group dawdles and 
delays until lunch break. Charlie Brown decides that to set 
the proper mood, he should bring in a Christmas tree. Lucy 
suggests he get a “great, big, shiny aluminum Christmas 
tree.” Linus and Charlie Brown go to buy a Christmas tree 
from a large selection. Charlie Brown chooses a little green 
one that he feels is just right – “Besides,” he says, “I think 
it needs me.”

Schroeder plays Lucy the music he has selected for the 
pageant, which features Beethoven. Charlie Brown and 
Linus return with the little Christmas tree. The gang thinks 
it is all wrong, and tell Charlie Brown he is completely 
hopeless. Charlie Brown decides he really does not 
understand what Christmas is about. Linus says he will 
explain, and he tells the Biblical story of the nativity. There 
are also many other ways to explain what Christmas is 
about.

Charlie Brown looks at his little tree and decides it would 
be in the right spirit to decorate it, but the ornament makes 
it sag even more. Defeated, he leaves the tree behind. 
Linus finds it, and decides what it needs is “a little love.” 

With the help of Snoopy and the kids, the tree is transformed into a lush, beautiful Christmas tree. When 
Charlie Brown returns, the gang welcomes him and they all sing Christmas carols together.

The play ends with a series of Holiday Carols that explore some of the many different ways that cultures 
around the globe celebrate the spirit of the holiday season. 

Synopsis

Photo: Andrew Cownden as Charlie Brown. Photo by Tim Matheson
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Charles Monroe Schulz (November 26, 1922 – February 12, 2000), nicknamed Sparky, was an American 
cartoonist best known for the beloved comic strip Peanuts, featuring the characters Charlie Brown and Snoopy, 
among others. He is widely regarded as one of the most influential cartoonists of all time.

Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Schulz grew up in Saint Paul. Schulz loved drawing and sometimes drew his 
family dog, Spike, who ate unusual things, such as pins and tacks. 

He served in the U.S. Army during World War II in Europe. After the war, Schulz returned to Minneapolis. He 
worked as an illustrator and art teacher until he was making enough money from comics to be able to do 
that full-time. His first one-panel syndicated comic was called Li’l Folks and used the name “Charlie Brown” 
for several different characters and had a dog that looked much like Snoopy. 

Schulz and his wife had four children. They lived in Minneapolis until 1958 and then moved to California, 
eventually settling in Santa Rosa.

The four-panel comic strip Peanuts made its first appearance on October 2, 1950, in seven newspapers. After 
a somewhat slow beginning, Peanuts eventually became one of the most popular comic strips of all time. At 
its height, Peanuts was published daily in 2,600 papers in 75 countries, in 21 languages. Over the nearly 
50 years that Peanuts was published, Schulz drew nearly 18,000 strips. During the life of the strip, Schulz 
took only one vacation, a five-week break in late 1997 to celebrate his 75th birthday. Late in his career, he 
developed a tremor in his hand that required him to hold his wrist to be able to draw, but he insisted on 
writing and drawing the comic strip by himself.

TV specials based on Peanuts proved wildly successful, beginning with A Charlie Brown Christmas, which 
aired in December 1965 and won an Emmy award. 

Schulz particularly enjoyed ice sports and was active in hockey tournaments. Many of his cartoons featured 
ice skating and hockey. He also enjoyed playing golf and bridge. Like Schroeder, he loved classical music, 
but preferred Brahms to Beethoven. His favourite artist was American painter Andrew Wyeth. A proponent of 
manned space flight, Schulz was honored with the naming of Apollo 10 command module Charlie Brown, 
and lunar module Snoopy, launched on May 18, 1969.

Schulz admitted in interviews that, like Charlie Brown, he had often felt shy and withdrawn in his life. In an 
interview he observed, “I suppose there’s a melancholy feeling in a lot of cartoonists, because cartooning, 
like all other humor, comes from bad things happening.”

After he died in 2000, as part of his will, Schulz requested that the Peanuts characters remain as authentic as 
possible and that no new comic strips based on them be drawn. After his death he was awarded the highest 
civilian honour in the United States, the Congressional Gold Medal. Schulz was honored on May 27, 2000, 
by cartoonists of more than 100 comic strips, who paid homage to him and Peanuts by incorporating his 
characters into their comic strips on that date. 

Calvin and Hobbes creator Bill Watterson wrote in 2007: “Peanuts pretty much defines the modern comic 
strip, so even now it’s hard to see it with fresh eyes. The clean, minimalist drawings, the sarcastic humor, the 
unflinching emotional honesty, the inner thoughts of a household pet, the serious treatment of children, the 
wild fantasies, the merchandising on an enormous scale—in countless ways, Schulz blazed the wide trail that 
most every cartoonist since has tried to follow.”

About The Author
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You can find the true spirit of the season within these wonderful read-a-likes.

Christmas
Merry Christmas, Mr Mouse/ Caralyn Buehner
An enjoyable rhyming story of the Mouse family’s first Christmas that will take you on a wonderful journey 
through their discovery of the holiday season.

A Homemade Together Christmas/ Maryann Cocca-Leffler 
This Christmas, instead of buying presents for each other, Luca and his family of pigs are making the presents! 
Little Luca can’t seem to come up with an idea. What will he make?

The Not Very Merry Pout-Pout Fish/ Deborah Diesen
Holiday shopping can be quite overwhelming and time is running out for Mr Fish as he scrambles to find the 
perfect gift for everyone on his list. He might just discover that the best gifts come straight from the heart!

Marguerite’s Christmas/India Desjardins
This is a touching Christmas story about an old woman who is accustomed to a life in isolation and solitude. 
She learns to overcome her fear of leaving her house and sees the importance of taking a chance in life.  

Snow Bunny’s Christmas Gift/Rebecca Harry
It’s a cold wintery day and none of Snow Bunny’s friends want to play. A big, shiny button that she spots in 
the snow might give her an idea for getting her friends outdoors.

Bea in the Nutcracker/ Rachel Isadora
Written especially for toddlers, this is a lovely introduction to the world of the popular winter classic, The 
Nutcracker. Little Bea and her friends perform the beautiful ballet giving the youngest dancers a glimpse of 
life on stage. 

Santa’s Sleigh is On Its Way to My House/ Eric James
It’s a magical Christmas Eve! But will you be able to get any sleep knowing Santa and his sleigh will be 
dropping by your house soon? 

The Gingerbread Man Loose at Christmas/ Laura Murray
In this heartwarming story, the gingerbread man and a group of school children spread joy and cheer by 
delivering gifts to community helpers. 

The Christmas Show/ Rebecca Patterson
Everyone has been working hard to prepare for the Christmas nativity play but will they be surprised when the 
spare shepherd decides to steal the show? 

Together at Christmas/ Eileen Spinelli
A wonderful story filled with sweet rhyming text and delightful illustrations about a family of ten mice who 
decide that huddling together to stay warm might be the best idea on this holiday night. 

Book List



6

Kwanzaa
Seven Spools of Thread: a Kwanzaa Story/ Angela Medearis 
Based on the seven principles of Kwanzaa, this story from Ghana tells of seven quarrelsome brothers who 
must work together to earn their father’s inheritance. Vibrant Linoleum block prints illustrate this book.

Celebrate Kwanzaa: With Candles, Community, and the Fruits of the Harvest/Caroline Otto
The traditions and customs of Kwanzaa are illustrated with gorgeous  photographs of people celebrating this 
holiday.

Hanukkah
Oskar and the Eight Blessings/ Richard Simon
 As Oskar walks 100 blocks to his aunt’s house in New York he remembers his father’s last words “... even 
in bad times, people can be good.” This beautiful full color picture book will be loved by children and adults.

The Story of Hanukkah/ David Adler
This retelling of the historical origins of the holiday ends with a recipe for latkes that children can make.

Winter Solstice
The Winter Solstice/ Ellen B. Jackson
This picture book explains the winter solstice beliefs of Scandinavians, Romans, First Nations and ancient 
Britons clearly and with attractive illustrations.

Lucia and the Light/ Phyllis Root
Lucia lives in an isolated cabin in the northern mountains. One morning the sun does not rise. To end the 
darkness and save her mother and small brother, Lucia and her cat go on a quest to bring the sun home 
again. This tale draws on Nordic folklore
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Prepared by the Children’s Library, Vancouver Public Library, 2016

Seasons Greetings (All Grade Levels)

Charlie Brown feels dejected throughout the play, but when his friends come together to decorate his little 
tree, they welcome him into the happy group.

Do you know someone who could use a little cheering up during the holiday season? A simple way to bring 
cheer to another person who may need a friend is by making and sending an original card.

Here are some wonderful handmade card ideas:

Felt cut-out cards
Potato print snowmen (or reindeer or penguins)
Washi tape trees
Fingerprint string of lights
Tree branch and button ornament cards

Consider having your class connect with a seniors centre near your school and make cards for the elders 
there!

Activities

Arts Education – Visual arts, 
materials and techniques to support 
creative works; Intentionally select 
and apply materials, and techniques 
by combining and arranging artistic 
elements, processes, and principles in 
art making

http://www.northstory.ca/diy-felt-christmas-cards/
http://mollymoocrafts.com/diy-christmas-cards/
http://www.aboutamom.com/washi-tape-christmas-tree-cards/
http://www.craftymorning.com/fingerprint-christmas-light-craft-for/
http://be-alice.blogspot.ca/2013/12/diy-christmas-cards-earrings.html
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Winter Carnival (All Grade Levels)

Charlie Brown and his friends enjoy the winter in many ways. We see them ice skate, throw snowballs, and 
search for the perfect evergreen tree.

Cities in Canada play host to a variety of festivals 
and carnivals during the winter, the largest and most 
famous of which is the Quebec Winter Carnival 
(see http://www.quebecregion.com/en/what-to-do/
activities-attractions/ideas/quebec-winter-carnival/ 
for a description of the carnival and its activities).

Right here in Vancouver, attractions and institutions 
offer such events as the Festival of Lights at the Van 
Dusen Botanical Garden, the Peak of Christmas at 
Grouse Mountain, Bright Nights at the Stanley Park 
Train, and the Chinese New Year Parade.

In this activity, students will identify their favourite winter experiences and create a winter festival to share them 
with their classmates.

1. Ask everyone in the class to think of something that captures what they like most about winter. It might 
be the feeling of coming inside to a warm house after playing in the cold, the smell of pine needles, 
the taste of hot chocolate, going ice skating, or the sound of snow crunching under their feet. Students 
can illustrate this favourite winter experience or write about it. Share with the class, and compile a list 
of favourite experiences. Perhaps some of them overlap or fit into related categories. 

2. Create your own classroom winter carnival, or even work with other classes to celebrate with the 
whole school! Even if nature doesn’t cooperate with a lush snowfall, there are many fun ways to 
celebrate winter. Here are a few:

•	 Marshmallow Snowmen – String three marshmallows 
on a lollipop stick or wooden skewer. Decorate with a 
fruit leather scarf, pretzel stick arms, and a hat made 
of a Hershey’s Kiss or peanut butter cup candy. Noses 
can be made of a bit of orange gel candy, or drawn 
on with an orange edible cookie decorating marker. 
For coal eyes and buttons, use a black edible marker 
or dots of candy melts.

•	 Hot Chocolate – Everyone loves to warm up with a 
cup of hot cocoa! Mix up a batch for the class, or 
consider making homemade cocoa mix in jars, 
perfect for gift giving. To make 8 servings (multiply 
for more) sift 2 cups of confectioners sugar and 1 cup 
of unsweetened cocoa. Whisk together with 2 cups of powdered milk. Divide mix into Mason 
jars, and top (if desired) with mini marshmallows and/or crushed candy canes. To serve, mix 

Bonhomme is a recurring figure during the Quebec Winter Carnival

Arts Education -- Explore artistic expressions 
of themselves and community through 
creative processes

Physical and Health Education -- Explain 
how participation in outdoor activities 
supports connections with the community 
and environment; Participate daily in physical 
activity at moderate to vigorous intensity 
levels

Science – Weather changes; seasonal 
changes

http://www.quebecregion.com/en/what-to-do/activities-attractions/ideas/quebec-winter-carnival/
http://www.quebecregion.com/en/what-to-do/activities-attractions/ideas/quebec-winter-carnival/
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equal parts of mix and hot water and stir well. It’s fun to make instruction labels and decorate 
the jars with ribbons.

•	 Snow Globes – Capture the ideal winter scene in a handmade snow globe. For each globe, 
you will need a glass jar with a tight-fitting lid (such as a baby food jar, a small food jar, or 
a mason jar). Using epoxy or hot glue, stick figurines, pieces of plastic tree branches, or 
other items in place on the inside of the lid. Fill the jar nearly to the top with distilled water, 
and add glitter, tiny pieces of mylar confetti, or other mylar shapes. Add a small amount of 
glycerin (available at drugstores) or clear glue (not white glue) to keep the glitter from falling 
too quickly. Close the jar tightly. You can glue the lids to the jars if you are concerned students 
might open them. Shake, and set with the lid down.

•	 Snowman Relay Race – Collect two sets of items that, when assembled, creates a “snowman.” 
These could be hula hoops for the body with stick arms, or large balls made of stuffed 
pillowcases with snowman accessories like a hat and scarf. Place the two piles at one end of 
the race course. The first people on each team race to their 
pile, select and item, and race to the end of the course to 
place it. They run back to tag the next teammate, who adds 
the next item to the “snowman” and so on. The first team to 
complete its snowman correctly wins!

•	 Mitten Toss – Swap the old beanbag toss for a mitten toss by 
substituting mittens stuffed with beans and sewn shut (check 
out the school’s lost and found for abandoned mittens!) If 
your school does not already have a beanbag toss board, 
make one of a sheet of foam core or wood with holes cut in 
it and supported by an easel.

Working together (All Grade Levels)

Charlie Brown and his friends come together and find the joy of the season 
by working together as a team to create the Christmas pageant and to 
decorate the little tree. Working together to bring beauty and joy to their 
community captures the spirit of the holiday, and makes everyone happy. 

What can your class do together to benefit the wider community and bring 
beauty this holiday season? Here are some ideas to consider:

•	 Pick	up	trash	around	the	school	yard	or	at	a	local	park	or	beach
•	 Design	and	paint	a	mural	to	brighten	a	drab	wall
•	 Create	and	hang	seasonal	decorations	in	the	school
•	 Collect	new,	unwrapped	gifts	for	donation	to	a	toy	drive
•	 Connect	with	a	senior	centre	and	share	holiday	songs	and	cards
•	 Go	caroling	–	learn	some	festive	holiday	songs	and	sing	to	your	neighbours

Social Studies -- Diverse 
cultures, backgrounds, and 
perspectives within the local 
and other communities

Career Education -- Strong 
communities are the result 
of being connected to family 
and community and working 
together toward common 
goals
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Getting to Know Beethoven (All Grade Levels)

When Charlie Brown and the gang are preparing their Christmas pageant, Schroeder makes sure to include 
music by his favourite composer, Ludwig van Beethoven.

The National Arts Centre Orchestra has prepared an excellent teacher resource on Beethoven, his life and 
music, available at http://artsalive.ca/pdf/mus/beethoven_e.pdf

1. To introduce your students to Beethoven’s work (they will hear 
Für Elise in the show), we suggest playing some of his most 
famous compositions. These can be found on YouTube or borrow 
recordings from the library.

Moonlight Sonata
Fifth Symphony
Ode to Joy

2. Classical music continues to inspire. Show the class how 
contemporary artists have taken these Beethoven works and put 
a new, modern or humorous spin on them.

Moonlight Sonata -- The Piano Guys
Fifth Symphony -- A Fifth of Beethoven
Muppet Ode to Joy

3. Now it’s the students’ turn to get inspired! Play some of Beethoven’s music and let it stir some artistic 
explorations.

a. Pre-K through Grade 3: Distribute the art materials of your choice (finger paint may be 
especially fun with younger students).  While the music plays, have students paint, draw, or 
sculpt the rhythm and mood of the piece. What do Moonlight Sonata artworks look like in 
contrast with Fifth Symphony or Ode to Joy artworks?

b. Grade 4 and up: While the music plays, have students imagine it is the score to an imaginary 
movie scene. Create a short story, comic, or script describing the scene. Where does it take 
place? Who are the characters and what do they look like? What is happening in the scene? If 
time allows, create a second scene using a contrasting piece of music. How do the two scenes 
differ in content and mood?

Arts Education -- Music; Explore 
elements, processes, materials, 
movements, technologies, tools, 
and techniques of the arts; Create 
artistic works collaboratively and as 
an individual using ideas inspired by 
imagination, inquiry, experimentation, 
and purposeful play

English Language Arts -- Use writing 
and design processes to plan, develop, 
and create texts for a variety of purposes 
and audiences; Use language in creative 
and playful ways to develop style

http://artsalive.ca/pdf/mus/beethoven_e.pdf
https://youtu.be/4Tr0otuiQuU
https://youtu.be/fOk8Tm815lE
https://youtu.be/W_eMOH-DoDM
https://youtu.be/DRVvFYppU0w
https://youtu.be/0ouMaLRth-s
https://youtu.be/VnT7pT6zCcA
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Making a Little Christmas Tree (Grades Pre-K - 3)

When Charlie Brown goes to buy a Christmas tree to set the mood for pageant rehearsals, instead of 
choosing a big flashy tree, he finds a drooping little tree he thinks is “just right.” The other kids think the tree 
is all wrong, but with Linus’s help and “a little love” they transform the tree into a beautiful Christmas tree. In 
this activity, students can make their own little tree and decorate it to make it “just right.”

Supplies Needed:
Green construction paper
Pencil
Scissors
Clear tape
To decorate: Crayons, markers, glitter glue, tempera paint, other colours of construction paper, glue, 
hole punch, pompoms, stickers, etc.

1. Take two sheets of green construction paper and fold together 
vertically down the center.

2. Draw half a Christmas tree shape opposite the fold. Cut along the 
outline. This makes two tree shapes.

3. Cut along the fold halfway from the bottom on one tree. Cut along 
the fold halfway from the top on the other tree. 

4. Slip the trees together along the slots and use clear tape to tape the 
bottoms and the tops. This will help the tree stand up.

5. Decorate! These make terrific decorations for the holiday table.

Arts Education – Visual arts, 
materials and techniques to support 
creative works; Intentionally select 
and apply materials, and techniques 
by combining and arranging artistic 
elements, processes, and principles in 
art making

Photo: Andrew Cownden as Charlie Brown. Photo by Tim Matheson
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Jazz Fly (Grades K-3)

A Charlie Brown Christmas features memorable music by Vince Guaraldi, performed by a live jazz trio. This 
activity introduces students to the fun and sound of jazz and invites them to create their own “scat” story-song.

Jazz is a musical genre that grew out of the improvisations and call-and-response form of singing created by 
African-American slaves in the United States. Jazz can mean a style of playing, or a piece of music. It developed 
from the pauses or breaks between lines of the Blues, which were filled in by singers or instrumentalists. 

A marvelous example of “scat” singing – where the singer replaces words with imaginative vocal sounds – 
comes from American jazz master singer Ella Fitzgerald. In this video clip, she joins with Bing Crosby to bring 
some jazzy life to old children’s songs, such as “London Bridge” and “Row Row Row Your Boat.”

1. Share the book The Jazz Fly by Matthew Gollub and Karen Hanke with your class, including the 
audio CD. 

2. Can students identify the instruments each bug plays? (bass, saxophone, piano, drums)
3. Try a call-and-response with the Jazz Fly’s line: “ZA-baza, BOO-zaba, ZEE-zah RO-ni.”
4. Now it’s the students’ turn to create some jazz words. Choose two consonant sounds (such as “Z” and 

“D.” Have the students create two-syllable jazz words by adding vowel sounds. For example, ZA-Dee, 
DOO-Dah, ZOO-Dee, DEE-Doh. Write the new words on the board. (You may want to watch out for 
nonsense words that are sure to set off the giggles, like PEE-pee or POO-poo!)

5. Create one-syllable jazz words by combining funny consonants with vowel sounds, such as ZLIP, 
BOIM, SCHLOZ, FUMPF. Add these to the list.

6. Next, create three three-syllable jazz words (example: ZAH-bah-DING and one four-syllable jazz 
word (example: BAP-did-dy-POW). Add these to the list on the board.

7. Now use the words to complete the story below, using two-syllable words in spaces 1-4, one-syllable 
words in spaces 5-8, three-syllable words in spaces 9-11, and the four-syllable word in space 12. 

8. Try reading the story out loud using a call-and-response technique (teacher says the first line, students 
repeat it, and so on). 

9. What does the class think the story is about? Try drawing pictures to illustrate it. Or, try acting it out! 
How does a “ZA-baza” move, dance, and speak?

Arts Education – Music; Drama; 
Explore elements, processes, 
materials, movements, technologies, 
tools, and techniques of the arts

English Language Arts -- Language 
features, structures, and conventions; 
Playing with language helps us 
discover how language works

https://youtu.be/iJXx-Bj8g_w
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Winter Holiday Celebrations (Grades 1-4)

A Charlie Brown Christmas captures a particular kind of North American way of celebrating Christmas, with a 
school Christmas pageant, an evergreen tree decorated with ornaments, the exchange of cards, and children 
excited about the presents they will receive. 

In this activity, students will learn about Christmas and other winter holiday celebrations around the world and 
compare one of those celebrations to their own family’s winter traditions. 

1. Using the Internet or the school library, ask students to research how Christmas and other winter 
holidays are observed around the world. Alternatively, choose countries and/or traditions and make 
copies of some of these resources to distribute to each student. Some useful websites are:

Christmas Traditions Around the World
Christmas Around the World
Christmas Around the World
Winter Celebrations
All About Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa
7 Winter Solstice Celebrations from Around the World
Hanukkah
Facts About Hanukkah

2. Once students have completed their research, have them make a 
list of facts, symbols, key words, and images associated with their 
family’s tradition and the tradition they have studied.

3. Distribute Venn diagram graphic organizers and have students place 
their discoveries in the appropriate areas.

4. Each student can also make an illustration of their family’s celebration. Or consider having students 
bring something from home that shows how they celebrate, such as a special ornament, a ritual 
candelabra, a dreidel, a Christmas stocking, etc. 

5. Celebrate with a presentation by each student of their learnings and how their family celebrates. 
Turn the celebration into a holiday party by asking students to contribute a special holiday food with 
a family recipe. Copy and bind the recipes with a decorative cover and let all students bring home a 
classroom holiday cookbook.

Social Studies -- Use Social Studies 
inquiry processes and skills to ask 
questions; gather, interpret, and 
analyze ideas; and communicate 
findings and decisions; Diverse 
cultures, backgrounds, and 
perspectives within the local and 
other communities

Arts Education -- Explore artistic 
expressions of themselves and 
community through creative 
processes

http://www.santas.net/aroundtheworld.htm
http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/worldxmas/index.htm
http://www.the-north-pole.com/around/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/winter-celebrations/%23WH-Tree-Lights16x9.jpg
http://www.kidzworld.com/article/27744-all-about-kwanzaa
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/kwanzaa-history
https://www.britannica.com/list/7-winter-solstice-celebrations
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/hanukkah
http://www.funology.com/facts-about-hanukkah/
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Become a Comic Strip Artist (Grade 3 and up)

“All children are artists,” Pablo Picasso famously said. In this activity, students try their hand at becoming 
comic strip artists, like Charles M. Schulz. For inspiration, share collections of Schulz’s Peanuts strips, or ask 
students to share their favourites from the newspaper.

Materials needed:
Scrap or sketch paper
Standard 8½” x 11”copy paper
Pencils
Black pens
Sharpie Ultra Fine pens (Optional)
Ruler
Crayons (Optional)
Large eraser

1. The first step in creating an original comic is to get inspired! Michael Corley at “My Kids’ Adventures”  
suggests that kids look to the things that excite them and they are passionate about and create a 
character or story based on that. It could be about a monster, an enchanted castle, trucks and trains, 
even a favourite pet or a trip they’ve taken.

2. Using scrap or sketch paper, students should start sketching what their characters look like. It’s best 
to make sure they don’t look too much like each other so that it’s easy to tell which is which.

3. Next, write out the story. Sometimes comics tell a little piece of a longer story each day, and other 
times the comic tells a story or a joke in one strip. 

4. To start creating the comic strip, students will need panels to draw in. Some students may prefer to 
draw the outline of the comic strip and then decide the number and size of panels it will contain 
(remember to leave spaces between the outlines of each panel!)

5. Using pencil, start drawing the characters and scenes in each panel. To help organize the lettering, 
students can use a ruler and pencil to make light .5 cm rulings in the top third of each panel. Students 
should try to shape the blocks of lettering into ellipses to fit into word balloons later.

6. When the pencil work is complete and the words have been proofread and balloons drawn, it’s time 
to start inking! Using a fine-point permanent pen, trace over the lines of the drawing, the lettering, 
and the word balloons. If the panel outlines have been drawn in pencil, ink those too using a ruler 
and making sure to leave spaces between each panel. If there are any mistakes, dab on correction 
fluid.

7. When the inking is complete, use a large eraser and gently and smoothly erase the pencil marks. 
Hold the paper firmly and use sweeping motions away from the direction you are holding the paper 
to avoid wrinkles and tears.

8. Most newspaper comic strips are left black and white, but if students want to add colour, crayons or 
pencil crayons make it easy to add a light wash.

9. Display the comics in the classroom, on your class website, or make copies for everyone to staple into 
a book with a cover.

Arts Education -- Explore elements, processes, 
materials, movements, technologies, tools, 
and techniques of the arts; Create artistic 
works collaboratively and as an individual 
using ideas inspired by imagination, inquiry, 
experimentation, and purposeful play

English Language Arts -- Use writing and 
design processes to plan, develop, and create 
texts for a variety of purposes and audiences; 
Use language in creative and playful ways to 
develop style

http://www.mykidsadventures.com/create-comic-strip-kids/
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Create a Phobia! (Grades 4-7)

Feeling down, Charlie Brown goes to visit Lucy at her Doctor’s Booth. Lucy tries to diagnose his problem, 
wondering if he suffers from a phobia, or fear. Here are some of her suggestions:

Hypengyophobia – Fear of responsibility
Ailurophobia – Fear of cats
Climacophobia – Fear of staircases
Thalassophobia – Fear of the ocean
Pantophobia – Fear of everything

The word “phobia” means “fear” in Greek and Latin, and in English is 
combined with other words, often also from Greek and Latin, to describe a 
specific fear. Lists of identified phobias abound. Here are some additional 
ones students might find interesting:

Ablutophobia- Fear of washing or bathing
Agrizoophobia- Fear of wild animals
Alektorophobia- Fear of chickens
Arachibutyrophobia- Fear of peanut butter sticking to the roof of the mouth
Arithmophobia- Fear of numbers
Bibliophobia- Fear of books
Brontophobia- Fear of thunder and lightning
Chronomentrophobia- Fear of clocks
Coulrophobia- Fear of clowns
Cyclophobia- Fear of bicycles
Dentophobia- Fear of dentists
Didaskaleinophobia- Fear of going to school
Heliophobia- Fear of the sun
Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobia- Fear of the number 666
Hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia- Fear of long words
Ichthyophobia- Fear of fish
Microphobia- Fear of small things
Phasmophobia- Fear of ghosts

English Language Arts – Reading 
strategies—using phonics and word 
structure; Using language in creative 
and playful ways helps us understand 
how language works

Arts Education – Drama-- Interpret 
and communicate ideas using symbols 
and elements to express meaning 
through the arts
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Supplies needed:
Dictionaries
Index cards
Pens/pencils

1. Have students choose a phobia from this list or another (see http://phobialist.com/ or http://www.
alphadictionary.com/articles/phobias.html for more ideas) and use a dictionary to break down the 
name into its roots. Can students identify another word stemming from the same root and use it in a 
sentence? (Example: Ablutophobia: “Ablution” comes from late Middle English: from Latin ablutio(n-), 
from abluere, from ab- ‘away’ + luere ‘wash.’ She used soap and water to perform her morning 
ablutions.”)

2. Now comes the fun part! Have students invent their own funny, silly, zany, or creepy phobias and use 
the dictionary to name them. Each student should write their phobia and its definition on an index 
card.

3. Working in pairs, give students 2 minutes to create a tableau or short wordless scene to illustrate the 
phobias they have invented. Have each pair perform their scenes for the rest of the class, and see if 
their classmates can guess the phobia and its name.

Who Makes a Play? (Grades 4-7)

When Lucy suggests that Charlie Brown direct the group’s Christmas 
pageant, he very quickly becomes overwhelmed. But when the 
gang pulls together, beautiful things happen. Making a piece of 
theatre is a team activity requiring everyone to pitch in.

1. Start by asking the class to guess how many people it takes 
to put on a one-person show. Look at this photo from 
Carousel Theatre for Young People’s production of James 
and the Giant Peach. Although only one person is on stage, 
think about all the people who had to work to make that 
moment possible.

2. The class might be surprised to learn it can take up to 75 
individuals to put on a show! A big show can require of 
hundreds of people working together as a team. Here is a 
list of some of the jobs on a theatre production:

Photo: Julian Lokash in James and the Giant Peach. Photo by Tim Matheson

http://phobialist.com/
http://www.alphadictionary.com/articles/phobias.html
http://www.alphadictionary.com/articles/phobias.html
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3. See if students can identify some of the theatre jobs that contributed 
to this scene from Carousel Theatre for Young People’s production 
of Go, Dog. Go! Can you spot the work of the scenery department, 
costume department, lighting department, staging department, 
and props department?

4. Use our glossary of theatre terminology in this Guide to learn more 
about some of the different jobs needed to put on a show. What 
jobs do students find most interesting?

Arts Education – Drama-- processes, 
materials, movements, technologies, 
tools, strategies, and techniques to 
support creative works

Career Education -- Factors affecting 
types of jobs in the community; role of 
technology in the changing workplace

Costumes
- Designer
- Assistant
- Shop Manager
- Draper
- First Hand
- Stitcher
- Wardrobe Crew
- Wigs
- Milliner
- Shoes
- Make-up

Staging
- Playwright
- Dramaturg
- Director
- Assistant
- Choreographer
- Stage Manager
- Actors
- Understudies
- Ensemble

Scenery
- Designer
- Assistant
- Technical Director
- Production Carpenter
- Asst. Carpenter
- Carpenters
- Lead Rigger
- Riggers
- Automation Crew
- Shop Manager
- Lead Hand
- Build Crew

Music
- Composer
- Lyricist
- Arranger
- Copyist
- Music Director
- Conductor
- Orchestra

Lighting
- Designer
- Assistant
- Production Electrician
- Asst. Electrician
- Programmer
- Follow Spot Ops
- Electricians/Crew

Props
- Head Props
- Assistant Props
- Prop Builders
- Props Shoppers
- Props Run Crew

Other
- Publicity Director/Press
- Marketing Director
- Legal/Insurance
- Theatre Manager
- Front of House Crew
- Building Maintenance

Audio
- Designer
- Assistant
- A1
- Main Mix
- Monitor Mix (Concerts)
- Wireless Mic Tech
- Crew

Special Effects
- Pyrotechnics
- Laser Tech
- Rain/Water Effects
- Blood and Bullets

Production
- Producer
- General Manager
- Assistant GM
- Company Manager
- Asst. Company Mgr
- Production Manager
- Asst. Prod. Mgr
- Production Assistants

Putting on a Show...

Photo: The company of Go, Dog. Go!. Photo by Tim Matheson
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“Getting too commercial” Grades 4-7

At the beginning of A Charlie Brown Christmas, Charlie Brown recognizes he feels less happy than he thinks 
he is expected to be at holiday time. His friends are excited about all the presents they are expecting to receive, 
and encourage him to buy the biggest, flashiest Christmas tree he can find. Talking with Linus about the true 
meaning of Christmas, Charlie Brown realizes that Christmas has 
become “too commercial” and follows his instinct to choose a 
little drooping tree that needs love.

These activities encourage students to examine commercial 
advertising to see how expectations and emotions are manipulated 
in order to sell goods and provide an opportunity for students to 
create their own ads to promote the real values of the holiday 
season.

Materials needed:
A variety of print advertisements (can also include video ads)
Handouts from Media Smarts, attached
Poster paper and art supplies

1. Collect (or ask the students to bring in) a variety of advertisements from magazines and newspapers. 
You may also want to select TV ads available at sources such as YouTube and show to the class.

2. Ask students to offer their definitions of advertising. Why do we advertise?
3. Distribute or show the selected ads and ask the following questions: How do you know this is an 

advertisement (rather than a photograph or a film)? Why? What appeals to you or doesn’t appeal to 
you about these images? What is the ad trying to sell? How do you know?

4. Distribute Media Smarts “Common Advertising Strategies” and “Food Advertising Strategies” (availale 
online here) and review these concepts with the students. Some key advertising techniques and hidden 
persuaders students should understand are:

•	 Bandwagon: Join the crowd. Everyone is buying it/using it/doing it.
•	 Testimonial: A famous person or authority claims the product is good.
•	 Image: A product is associated with certain people, places, activities. The implied message is 

one of attractiveness, wealth, happiness, etc.
• Weasel: A promise is implied by using words like “usually” or “chances are.
• Omission: Facts about the product are not told.
•	 Repetition: Saying it again and again.
•	 Scale: Making a product look bigger or smaller than it really is.
•	 Association: Promising adventure, attractiveness, quality from using the product.
•	 Name-calling: Making the product seem better by using unpopular terms about the 

competition.
5. Working in small groups, give each group a print advertisement to study. Can they identify any of 

these strategies in the ad? What message is being conveyed? What has not been said about the 
product? What image or life style is being portrayed? Is it a true picture? Allow each group to present 
these findings to the class.

6. Now it’s time for students to use advertising techniques to create their own ads! Have each student 
think of three aspects of the holiday season they think are important, such as spending time with 
family, singing holiday songs, or enjoying traditional foods. Each student can then create an ad 
promoting these values using at least two of the techniques they have studied.

Adapted from the “Advertising All Around Us” unit at Media Smarts. For interactive media training for kids, 
see http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/

English Language Arts -- Access information 
and ideas for diverse purposes and from a variety 
of sources and evaluate their relevance, accuracy, 
and reliability; Recognize and appreciate how 
different features, forms, and genres of texts 
reflect different purposes, audiences, and 
messages

Applied Design, Skills & Technology – Digital 
literacy; Entrepreneurship and marketing

Social Studies -- Use Social Studies inquiry 
processes and skills to ask questions; gather, 
interpret, and analyze ideas; and communicate 
findings and decisions

http://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/pdfs/lesson-plan/Lesson_Advertising_All_Around_Us.pdf
http://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/pdfs/lesson-plan/Lesson_Advertising_All_Around_Us.pdf
www.mediasmarts.ca
http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/%0D
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Theatre Etiquette
We are so excited that you’ve chosen to bring your students to our show! We are honoured to represent, for 
many, their first visit to a live performance. To help ensure that their first experience is a safe and enjoyable 
one, we’ve included some guidelines below that we hope will help our guests know what to expect as an 
audience member, and also what is expected.

•	Food,	drinks,	candy	and	gum	are	not	permitted	in	the	theatre.	If	your	class	has	packed	lunches,	
please ensure that they stay inside backpacks until your group has left the theatre. Bottles of water 
are permitted.

•	Noise	carries	in	the		theatre.	Even	the	quietest	of	whispers	can	be	distracting	to	the	performers	and	
other audience members. Please remind your students to refrain from talking or moving around 
during the play, but that laughter and clapping is ok. And of course feel free to join in audience 
participation moments when invited by the company!

•	Please	ask	your	students	to	refrain	from	touching	the	set	pieces	or	props	before,	after	or	during	the	
show as the actors need them for the next performance so that other students can also enjoy them. 
Leaning or climbing on the edge of the stage or step units is not permitted.

•	Please	encourage	everyone	to	use	the	washroom	facilities	prior	to	the	performance.	Our	ushers	are	
happy to assist anyone who needs to leave or re-enter the theatre, and will do so at an appropriate 
moment in the show through the exit door on house right, mid-way up the stairs. Young ones are 
not permitted to leave the theatre unless accompanied by an adult.

•	Throwing	objects	or	using	laser	pointers	is	not	permitted.	We	might	have	to	stop	the	performance	if	
this occurs, as it compromises the safety of the performers and other audience members.

•	Due	to	copyright	rules	and	performer	safety,	photography	and	recording	of	any	kind	is	prohibited	
inside the theatre

•	The	use	of	cell	phones,	iPads,	video	gaming	systems,	etc.	is	strictly	prohibited.	All	audience	
members including educators, parents and students must turn off their devices prior to the show and 
tuck them away.

•	We	encourage	our	audiences	to	respond	to	our	performances;	laughter	is	welcomed	when	
appropriate and applause at the end of a performance is the 
best feedback of all. If your students are curious about ‘standing 
ovations’, you can let them know that standing up and clapping is a 
way people show the actors that they think a performance was extra 
special and deserving.

Enjoy the performance!
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Featuring:
Steve Charles  Pigpen
Andrew Cownden Charlie Brown
Nick Fontaine  Shermy
Steven Greenfield Schroeder
Katey Hoffman  Frieda
Emilie Leclerc  Lucy
Hal Wesley Rogers Linus
Rebecca Talbot  Sally
Amanda Testini Violet
Kaitlyn Yott  Patty
Allan Zinyk  Snoopy

Creative Team:
Carole Higgins Director
Kayla Dunbar  Choreographer
Steven Greenfield Music Director, Keys
Al Frisk   Set Designer
Barbara Clayden Costume Designer
Darren Boquist  Lighting Designer
Andy Horka  Sound Designer
Heidi Wilkinson Head of Properties
Stephanie Kong Head of Wardrobe
Amanda Testini Dance Captain
Al Frisk   Technical Director
Liz Kraft  Associate Technical Director
Ashley Noyes  Stage Manager
Tessa Gunn  Apprentice Stage Manager
Sarah Mabberley Apprentice Stage Manager
Jessica Keenan Apprentice Stage Manager
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Actor A performer who tells a story to the audience by playing a character.
Composer A composer writes music. A composer may collaborate with a lyricist to write songs 

with words.
Director A director is responsible for guiding the actors, designers, and crew according to 

his or her artistic vision and understanding of the play. The director works with the 
actors, dramaturg, design crew, and playwright to create the world of the play.

Lyricist A lyricist is a writer who specializes in song lyrics, which are words to a song. A lyricist 
will collaborate with a composer to create a new song with words.

Stage Manager The person responsible for making sure all of the technical aspects of a show run 
smoothly. The stage manager sits in the lighting booth, behind the audience, and 
“calls the show.” This means that they give cues throughout the performance to the 
actors, the operators of the lights and sound, and the assistant stage manager. In 
rehearsal, the stage manager coordinates the schedule and makes sure everything 
that is needed for smooth rehearsals is present.

Blocking The director’s planning and instruction of the actors’ movements on the stage.
Choreography The sequence of steps and movement in dance. The person who creates and directs 

the choreography is called a Choreographer.
Technical Rehearsal Also called “Tech” for short. These rehearsals take place in the theatre and allow the 

crew and the actors to establish and run through lighting and sound cues. Technicians 
and designers are able to program the lights and sounds and other design elements, 
and also gives the actors the opportunity to practice working with all these elements.

Dress Rehearsal The full running of the production with all costumes, sets, lighting, and sound before 
the show opens to the public.

Preview Early public performances that allow the cast and crew to perform in front of audiences 
before the show officially opens.

Dramaturg A dramaturg is educated about plays and theatre and helps a theatre company 
select, edit, and understand plays. Sometimes a dramaturg will assist in rehearsals 
to understand the setting of a play. Dramaturgs also help the audience by preparing 
educational materials. 

Costume Designer A member of the design team who creates costumes. The costume designer decides 
what the costumes should look like, from hats down to shoes, and collaborates with 
the Head of Wardrobe to sew and purchase them.

Lighting Designer A member of the design team who plans the lighting in the theatre. The lighting 
designer decides what lights should be installed and when they should be turned on 
and off. These are called “lighting cues.”

Sound Designer A member of the design team who plans the sound effects for the show. The sound 
designer may create new sounds and select music and decide when the sounds 
should be played. These are called “sound cues.”

Technical Director The technical director is responsible for making sure the installation and creation of 
all technical elements runs smoothly. 

Head of Wardrobe The head of wardrobe creates the costumes as designed by the costume designer, 
including making new costumes and purchasing others. The head of wardrobe is 
also responsible for making sure the costumes are cleaned and maintained for the 
run of the show, and provides assistance to actors who may need help with their 
costumes during the show.

Artistic Director The artistic director is responsible for conceiving, developing, and implementing the 
artistic vision and focus of a theatre company.

Theatre Terms
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Carousel Theatre for Young People (CTYP) is a non-profit, charitable organization that was incorporated in 
1976. In its early years the company performed at several different venues in Vancouver including the Arts 
Club Seymour Street and the Vancouver East Cultural Centre. CTYP has been based on Granville Island 
since 1981 where we operate a small facility including classroom/rehearsal halls, a costume workshop and 
administrative offices.

CTYP’s dedication to artistic excellence has resulted in critical acclaim and thirteen Jessie Awards and 70 
nominations in the Theatre for Young Audiences category in the past six seasons. Most recently, CTYP’s 
Busytown received six Jessie Award nominations and won for Outstanding Production, TYA in 2014. Other 
recent productions of note include Bird Brain, A Year with Frog and Toad, Seussical and The Odyssey, all of 
which received multiple Jessie Awards, including Outstanding Production, TYA.

Each season approximately 40 000 young people and their families benefit from CTYP’s programming, which 
includes a mainstage season of literary classics, a year-round drama school for ages 3-17 and a summer 
Teen Shakespeare Program. At Carousel Theatre for Young People we believe that the arts, and specifically 
theatre, plays a vital role in a young person’s development. We envision a community that empowers people 
to be more imaginative, expressive and engaged.

About Carousel Theatre for Young People

1411 Cartwright Street   
Vancouver, BC   V6H 3R7

TEL             604.669.3410      
FAX             604.669.3817
EMAIL  schools@carouseltheatre.ca
WEB           www.carouseltheatre.ca

STAFF
Artistic Director, Carole Higgins
Managing Director, Aliyah Amarshi
Education Manager, Jessica Gutteridge
Development & Audience Services Manager, Monique Pearson
Marketing & Operations Manager, Faye Campbell

For more information on this production, or other inquiries about Carousel Theatre for Young People’s 
programming, please contact schools@carouseltheatre.ca

Contact Us

We would like to thank the following organizations for their support:

Our Sponsors

mailto:schools%40carouseltheatre.ca?subject=
http://www.carouseltheatre.ca
mailto:schools%40carouseltheatre.ca?subject=

