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The play is about Elephant Gerald and 
Piggie, who are the best of friends. They 
meet each other on stage and are overjoyed 
to be spending time together. They think of all 
the fun they could have that day – anything 
could happen! They skip, play ping pong, and 
wear silly hats… all at the same time!

Piggie receives an invitation to a party from the 
Squirelles and invites Gerald to join her. But what 
kind of party will it be, they wonder? Gerald 
knows how to get ready for a party, and so they 
plan for all the possibilities. They prepare for a 
fancy party, a costume party, a pool party, and 
a fancy, costume, pool party, just in case. At the 
party the Squirelles and Piggie start dancing but 
Gerald realizes something. Elephants cannot 
dance! With some encouragement and help 
from his friends, Gerald starts to find his own 
funky dance moves and has a lot of fun with 
everyone. ‘

After the party Piggie pulls out her trumpet and 
blasts it very loudly. Gerald carefully tells Piggie 
that she isn’t really playing music. Piggie explains 
that she was actually trying to say ‘thank you’ 
in Elephant, so Gerald helps her out getting the 
accent right.

Soon, Piggie says she has to go. Gerald really 
wants Piggie to stay and play for longer, but 
eventually she reveals she actually needs to go…
to the bathroom! All alone, Gerald gets an ice 
cream, but really struggles with a big decision: 
he wants to eat it right away, but knows that 
Piggie would also love to share it with him. 

Finally, he decides to be the Ice Cream Hero and 
share it but…it’s melted! Luckily, Piggie arrives with 
her own ice cream and they share that one.

Afterwards, Piggie shows Gerald her new toy. 
Whilst trying to figure out what it does, Gerald 
throws it high in the air and it comes crashing 
down. Piggie is upset that her new toy is 
broken and falls out with Gerald. Thankfully, the 
Squirelles see that it is a snap-and-break toy and 
put it back together. Gerald and Piggie make up 
again, and Piggie tells her friend that he is more 
important than any toy.

Suddenly, they realize they are being watched. In 
fact, they see there’s a whole audience! Gerald, 
Piggie, and the Squirelles realize they are in a 
play. The fun thing about being in a play is that 
they can make the audience do things. Soon, 
the whole audience is clapping, calling out, 
and dancing! The play ends, and Gerald and 
Piggie decide that even though the script has 
finished they can still make their own fun and will 
continue to be best friends.
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The Story    

“LET’S MAKE TODAY A BIG EVENT! 
FOR THIS PIG AND ELEPHANT!”

    Gerald & Piggie
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Born February 11, 1968 in the suburbs of Chicago. 
As well as writing children’s stories like the Elephant 
and Piggie books, the Knuffle Bunny books and Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!, he has worked as an 
animator, a stand-up comedian, and a voice actor. Early 
in his career, Mo Willems won awards for writing and 
animating for Sesame Street. Since then he created a 
show for Nickelodeon and one for Cartoon Network, 
but then moved on to focus more on creating 
children’s stories.

Talking about why he moved from animation to 
creating children’s books, Mo Willems explains that 
he likes the physical nature of books, including the 
freedom to experiment with different book shapes and 
sizes, and the way that things like turning a page can 
affect the pace and impact of a story. Comparing books 
to animation he says: “you don’t have the same control…which I like, I like the idea that each book can 
be read differently and have a different meaning and it’s a much more sort of open thing”. He talks about 
wanting children to interact with his books in creative ways, and explains that he draws characters in 
ways that children can draw themselves: “I think that the book is only part of the experience, reading 
is only part of the experience. I want those characters to become so alive that kids create their own 

comics, their own books, using my characters in 
the same way that I started out drawing Charlie 
Brown and then developed my own characters.” 

When writing the Elephant and Piggie stories, Mo 
Willems focused on portraying a real friendship, 
including the ups and downs. He said “I wanted 
every adventure to be them re-establishing their 
friendship, not just having fun, because that’s a 
different thing from friendship.” 

References: 

‘A Demanding Doodle’ http://www.
readingrockets.org/books/interviews/willems

‘Draw it Yourself’ http://www.readingrockets.
org/books/interviews/willems 

‘Mo Willems’s Funny Failures’ https://www.
newyorker.com/magazine/2017/02/06/mo-
willems-funny-failures 

About the Author: Mo Willems

5 FUN FACTS
1. Willems started his career with Sesame Street as a 
    writer and animator. 

2. Every single Mo Willems book has his character  
      Pigeon hiding in it somewhere  

3. Mo Willems says that he gets his sense of  
     humour from growing up with his Dutch family. 

4. His series You Can Never Find a Rickshaw When  
     It Monsoons is based on his adventures from  
     traveling around the world in 1990.  

5. When he was 3 or 4 he started to draw and  
      create his own characters. Willems enjoyed  
      writing stories about his characters to share  
      with others. However, he was disappointed  
      when adults would praise his work out of  
      politeness. To fix this dilemma Willems started  
      writing funny stories because he knew that even  
     polite adults could not fake a laugh.
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Recomended Reading List

Best for Ages 3-5

This Book Will Not Be Fun by Cirocco Dunlap, 
pictures by Olivier Tallec 
Mouse wants a boring book – a book so boring 
you can just sit and wait for it to be over. A 
book where nothing happens, a book with no 
excitement at all. This is not that book.

Wallpaper by  Thao Lam 
In this wordless story, a girl’s imaginary adventures 
give her the courage to reach out for friendship 
and the ability to recognise it in unexpected forms.

Claymates by Dev Petty, pictures by Lauren 
Eldridge 
Two blobs of clay are sculpted into animals, but 
as soon as the sculptor leaves the room the blobs 
get goofy. They make funny faces, swap eyeballs, 
and try whatever shapes take their fancy.

This Is Not a Normal Animal Book by Julie Segal-
Walters, pictures by Brian Biggs 
This attempt to create an animal fact book is 
entirely derailed when the author and illustrator 
disagree on the subject matter. The argument is 
not resolved by the end of the book, leaving us 
with a list of facts, some true, and some ridiculous.

Just a Walk by Jordan Wheeler, pictures by 
Christopher Auchter 
Chuck wants to go for a walk, so he follows 
a hawk. His forest adventures get increasingly 
hilarious as he encounters various animals and 
rhymes that lead him into improbable situations.

Happy! by Pharrell Williams 
Apologies for the earworm, but this books features 
not just the lyrics to the hit song, but a gang of 
multicultural kids photographed in a variety of 
imaginary environments – showing that anything 
is possible!

Best for Ages 6-8 

It’s Shoe Time! by Bryan Collier 
It’s a big day, ‘Daddy-and-Me Day’, and every shoe 
in the closet clamours to be worn. Which will the 
girl choose? It’s guaranteed to be a punny pair!

I’m Just No Good at Rhyming and Other 
Nonsense for Mischievous Kids and Immature 
Grown-ups by Chris Harris  
A collection of absurd and irreverent poetry – 
funny enough to make you squirt milk out of your 
nose.

How to Clean a Hippopotamus: A Look at 
Unusual Animal Partnerships by Steve Jenkins 
and Robin Page 
Read about symbiosis - real life relationships 
where animals of different species help each other 
out.

What’s My Superpower? by Aviaq Johnston, 
pictures by Tim Mack 
Nalvana, an imaginative young Inuk girl, easily 
identifies the superpowers possessed by her 
friends, but yearns for a super power of her own. 

Murilla Gorilla and the Missing Mop by Jennifer 
Lloyd 
Murilla Gorilla is a jungle detective, but on this hot, 
hot day, does she want to solve a case more than 
she wants a cold glass of lemonade?

New Shoes by Sara Varon 
In this graphic novel, gentle donkey Francis leaves 
his cozy village to quest through the rainforest of 
Guyana for the supplies to make a perfect pair of 
shoes for his musical idol.

If you enjoyed Gerald and Piggie’s exuberant adventures and lively friendship, ask your library for these 
other stories of characters who burst from their pages with enthusiasm, kindness, and endless possibility. 
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People
Actor: a performer who tells a story to the audience 
by playing a character.

Artistic Director: the artistic director is responsible 
for conceiving, developing, and implementing the 
artistic vision and focus of a theatre company.

Choreographer: the person who creates and directs 
the sequence of steps and movement in a show.

Costume Designer: the person who designs and 
makes all the costumes for the play.

Director: the person who provides the vision for 
the play and who works with the actors to create 
their roles, develop the blocking, and oversee all 
design elements.

Lighting Designer: the person who designs the 
lighting for a show and works with the director to 
get desired effects. 

Head of Properties: the person in charge of all 
the props and who usually works with them 
during a show.

Set Designer:  the person who designs the sets for 
a show. 

Sound Designer: the person who designs the 
sound for the show.

Stage Manager: the person responsible for 
making sure all of the rehearsals run smoothly and 
overseeing the technical aspects when a show is live.

Places
Backstage: the part of a theatre which is not seen 
by the audience, including the dressing rooms, 
wings and the green room

Catwalk: a narrow walkway suspended from the 
ceiling of a theatre from which sometimes lights 
and scenery are hung.

Control Booth: the place in a theatre from which 
all the sound and lights are controlled.

Downstage: the part of the stage which is closest 
to the audience.

Dressing Rooms: rooms in a theatre provided for 
the actors in which they change costumes and 
apply make-up.

Front of House: the part of the theatre known as 
the auditorium where the audience is seated, the 
lobby and the box office.

Green Room: a place for the performers to relax 
while waiting to go on stage.

House: used to describe the audience or as a 
short way of saying "Front of House."

Stage Left: (these left/right directions are seen 
from the ACTORS point of view on the stage) this 
is when the actor standing in the center of the 
stage moves to their left (This even stumps some 
pros so it is best to learn it now).

Theatre Terms  
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Stage Right: (these left/right directions are 
seen from the ACTORS point of view on 
the stage) this is when the actor standing 
in the center of the stage moves to their 
right.

Wings: the areas of the stage that are to 
the sides of the acting area and are out of 
view. These areas are usually masked by 
curtains.

General Terms
Blocking: the director’s planning and 
instruction of the actors’ movements on 
the stage. 

Cue: signals that are given to both the 
actors, the crew, the musicians and any 
others working on a show.

Curtain: the screen usually of cloth which 
separates the stage from the audience.

Curtain call: the bows at the end of a 
performance.

Dress Rehearsal: the full running of 
the production with all costumes, sets, 
lighting, and sound before the show opens 
to the public.

Offstage: the area of the stage which the 
audience cannot see.

Preview: early public performances that 
allow the cast and crew to perform in front 
of audiences before the show officially 
opens. 

Run: the number of times a show is 
performed.

Set: the setting of the stage for each 

Theatre Terms continued 
act and all the physical things that are used to 
change the stage for the performance.

Technical Rehearsal: also called “Tech” for short. 
These rehearsals take place in the theatre and allow 
the crew and the actors to establish and run through 
lighting and sound cues. Technicians and designers 
are able to program the lights and sounds and other 
design elements, and also gives the actors. 

Tom Pickett (Gerald) and Kelli Ogmundson (Piggie)
Photo: Tim Matheson
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The Cast 

Merewyn
Comeau

Lyndsay
Warnock

Synthia
Yusuf

Piggie

Tom 
Pickett

Kelli 
Ogmundson

Gerald

Squirelles
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Kayla 
Dunbar
Director

Arielle
Ballance

Music 
Director

Monica 
Emme
Props

Ronaye 
Hayes

Stage 
Manager

Andy Horka

Sound 
Designer

Pamela 
Jacobs

Stage 
Manager

Shizuka 
Kai

Set Designer

Kiara 
Lawson
Costume 
Designer

Sophie 
Tang

Lighting 
Designer

The Production Team 

Stephanie 
Kong
Head of 

Wardrobe
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In Should I Share My Ice Cream? Elephant 
Gerald has to decide whether or not to 
share his ice cream with Piggie. It’s a tough 
decision! He wants to share with Piggie and 
make her happy, but is also really eager to 
eat the ice cream all to himself. 

In this activity, we think about what it means 
to share with each other, why it’s important, 
and how we can do this. 

Step 1

If you are able to access it, read the Elephant 
and Piggie book Should I Share my Ice 
Cream? with the class, otherwise you can 
show this video of the story: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=8-4gZq_iMBo 

If you are doing this exercise after watching the 
play, you could ask the class which moments 
they remember where Elephant and Piggie share 
with each other. Two in particular would be when 
Piggie shares her ice cream with Gerald, and 
when Gerald plays with Piggie’s toy.

As a class, talk about sharing, using some of the 
following questions:

-  Why is it important to share?

-  Which belongings do we like to share with our  
    friends and family?

-  Does it feel good when someone shares with  
    you?

-  When someone else is playing with a toy that  
    you want to play with, how can you take turns  
    and share?

-  Does a good friend always share?

-  There are lots of different ways to share!  
    How is sharing a cookie different to  
    sharing turns with a toy?

Social Studies
• Rights, roles and responsibilities shape our 

identity and help us build healthy relationships 
with others (K)

• Our communities are diverse and made of 
individuals who have a lot in common (K)

• Our rights, roles, and responsibilities are 
important for building strong communities (1)

GRADE LEVEL: Kindergarten and Grade 1    
CURRICULUM BIG IDEAS

Lessons & Activities
Before OR 

After the P
lay

“Oh boy, oh boy, oh boy! I love ice cream! 
… Wait! Piggie loves ice cream, too. Hmm … 
Should I share my ice cream with her? Should 
I share this awesome. Yummy. Sweet. Super. 
Tasty. Delicious ice cream?” 
      Gerald 

Arts Education
• People connect to others and share ideas 

through the arts (K, 1)
• Engagement in the arts creates opportunities for 

inquiry through purposeful play (K, 1)

Should I Share My Ice Cream? 
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Step 2

Together, the class will build their own sharing ice cream!

Materials:

-  Coloured card/paper circles (pastel or ice  
    cream colours work best)

-  Pens and pencils

-  Teacher to prepare an ice cream cone (drawn  
    or from coloured card/paper for a wall display) 
    for everyone to stick their ice cream scoops onto

Give everyone a coloured circle, this is their own scoop 
of ice cream for them to draw onto. They can write on it 
themselves, or have a teacher write on it for them and draw 
what they like to share, or the emotions they feel about 
sharing on it. 

Things that might be written on each scoop:

-  I like to share my ________

-  It makes me feel _____ when I share with friends 

-  The person I share most with is_______  
      (e.g. ‘my brother/sister’, a friend’s name)

-  Sharing is _______ (e.g. ‘fun’, ‘kind’)

Once these are finished, stick everyone’s scoops on top of 
the cone to create an enormous, multi-flavoured sharing ice 
cream!

Should I share my ice cream?             continued

I can 
share my 
snacks

Sharing is hard

I like to 
share my 

books

Sharing 

makes me 

feel happy
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Mo Willems has specified in interviews that Gerald 
is an African Elephant. In this lesson, we learn 
about elephants, their ecosystems, why they are 
threatened, and think about ways we can help.

As a class, brainstorm what the class knows about 
elephants. Depending on the group, their age, 
and your facilities, you could use Option A (doing 
their own research) or Option B (a fact sheet about 
elephants)

Step 1

Option A: students use the library/internet in 
teams to find out as much as they can about 
elephants, the threats they face, and how people 
can help. 

 
Option B  (Suggested for younger groups): use the 
information in the “All about Elephants” fact sheet 
below and go through the information as a class 
or in groups.

Step 2

Have a class discussion about vulnerable and 
endangered species and think about why it’s 
important that we learn about these issues and try 
to help. 

Learn about Elephants  

-  Can the group name any other endangered 
animals?

-  What can humans do to help?

Design a poster to let people 
know about elephants and the 
threats they face. 

Helpful links: 
 
“4 Reasons why the 
Environment Needs 
Elephants’: https://www.
gvi.co.uk/blog/4-reasons-
need-elephants/ 

If you have a Smart Board/
means of showing the web in 
front of your class, you can explore the Samburu 
National Reserve in Kenya which has been 
mapped as a street view by Google! You can see 
African elephants, and even some other safari 
animals if you keep looking. https://www.google.
ca/maps/about/behind-the-scenes/streetview/
treks/samburu-kenya/ 

WWF: Elephants: https://www.worldwildlife.org/
species/elephant 

Save the Elephants: https://www.
savetheelephants.org/ 

Science
• Living things have life cycles adapted to 

their environment (2)
• Living things are diverse, can be grouped, 

and interact in their ecosystems (3) 

GRADE LEVEL: Grade 2 & 3   
CURRICULUM BIG IDEAS

Lessons & Activities Before OR 

After the P
lay

“You make my life more fun, you give it zip and 
zoom. I gotta say, life is better with an elephant 
in the room!”
      Piggie

Language Arts
• Through listening and speaking we connect with 

others and share our worls (2)
• Curiosity and wonder lead us to new discoveries 

about ourselves and the world around us (3) 
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WORKSHEET                            A Jazz Story

Use this fact sheet to learn all about elephants before designing your poster.

Elephants are the world’s largest land animals living.

Elephants eat grasses, leaves, bamboo, roots make up their diet – herbivores. They spend almost all day 
eating because they are so big!

There are two types of elephant – African Elephants and Asian Elephants. (Within these types of 
elephants, there are different sub-species!)

 o Asian elephants are smaller, and all females and some males don’t have tusks. 

 o African elephants have much bigger ears, and have tusks on both males and females.

 o African elephants’ big ears help to keep them cool in the hot sun. Asian Elephants live in  
  cooler jungle areas so have less need for it.

Elephants live in herds. 

The leader of the herd is the oldest female, the ‘Matriarch’. The female elephants all work together to 
raise young. Female elephants go through 22 months of pregnancy, and give birth roughly every 4 – 5 
years.

Trunks are a special organ unique to elephants. They use them to breathe, lift, drink, communicate, and 
touch. They use their trunk to suck up water, then spray it into their mouths to drink or over their bodies 
to cool down. 

They are incredibly intelligent creatures. They have empathy, are able to problem-solve, and can use 
tools. 

African Elephants are listed as a ‘vulnerable’ species whilst various types of Asian Elephants are 
‘endangered’ or ‘critically endangered’

  Learn About Elephants                 FACT SHEET
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WORKSHEET                            A Jazz Story

Learn About Elephants                 FACT SHEET

Elephants are under threat 
because:

-  They are illegally hunted for 
their ivory which is often carved 
into jewellery and ornaments. 

-  Their skin and meat can be used 
too. 

-  They are also threatened by habitat loss, as they need huge areas of land to roam and eat from. African 
elephants are divided into two types – forest and savannah. Forest elephant habitat is threatened by 
deforestation.

-  Farmland is growing and encroaches on elephant habitat. Roaming elephants have been known to eat 
crops, and farmers retaliate by killing the elephants.

Elephants are important because:

- They are known as Africa’s ‘gardeners’ because their droppings are nutrient rich and help the earth 
– some species of plant and tree rely primarily on elephants for seed dispersal. 

- Their droppings also provide food for other creatures! Animals like baboons and birds pick the 
seeds from the droppings and dung beetles use it to feed their larvae.

- As they eat, they clear the land of thorn bushes and other plants, which clear pathways for smaller 
animals and allows space for new vegetation.

- They bring branches down from high up, providing an accessible food recourse lower to the 
ground for other species.

- They create water holes by digging in dry river beds, creating access to water for other animals in 
the ecosystem.
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Mo Willems says that he hopes his books will inspire young people to draw and imagine their own 
characters. In this activity, you will design your own Animal Character!

Do you recognize any of these elephants and pigs from story books and movies? See how many 
different ways we can illustrate or animate an animal! They all have their own unique style and 
personality that brings them to life. You can use these pictures as inspiration for your own character.

Learn about Elephants   
 

Arts Education
• Engagement in the arts creates opportunities for 

inquiry through purposeful play (K, 1)
• People connect to others and share ideas through 

the arts (K, 1)
• Dance, drama, music and visual arts are 

each unique languages for creating and 
communicating (2, 3) 

GRADE LEVEL: Grade 1 & 3   
CURRICULUM BIG IDEAS

Lessons & Activities Before OR 

After the P
lay

Create Your Own Animal Character  

Language Arts
• Stories and other texts can be shared through 

pictures and words (K, 1)
• Playing with language helps us discover how 

language works (K, 1, 2)
• Language can be a source of creativity and joy (1, 

2, 3)
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Imagine you are a story book illustrator or a movie animator and design your own 
Animal Character. It can be any animal you like! These questions may help you get a 
better idea of what your character is like.

My character is a (giraffe, penguin, puppy, eagle…) or a made up animal: 

Their name is:

Some of the things my character like to do are:

Some words to describe my character

My character lives in (the jungle, a house, the city, a castle, under the sea…)

Every day my character (goes to school, works as a chef, works in a candy store, 
writes their book, goes on adventures, time travels…)

My character’s biggest secret is

My character has a dream that one day they will

 Create your own Animal Character    WORKSHEET



16 carouseltheatre.ca

Draw Your Animal Character here

 Create your own Animal Character    WORKSHEET
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Elephant and Piggie have been invited to 
a party! In these activities, you are going to 
plan your very own party!

1.  Invitations

Write and decorate the invitation on the 
worksheet to send to your guests. You can 
use the template on the worksheet provided 
for this activity. On the invitation they will 
need to know:

-  The occasion (e.g. a birthday party, a  
    sleepover party, a super-hero costume  
    party, Harry Potter party)

-  The date of the party

-  When the party starts and finishes

-  The address for the party

Learn about Elephants   
 

Language Arts
• Playing with language helps us discover 

how language works (K, 1, 2)
• Through listening and speaking we connect 

with others and share our worls (2)

GRADE LEVEL: Grades Kindergarten - grade 3   
CURRICULUM BIG IDEAS

Lessons & Activities
Before OR 

After the P
lay

2.  Food and Drink

What would you like your guests to eat and 
drink at your party? 
Use the boxes on 
the worksheet to 
draw some of the 
things you would 
have at your party. 
Underneath each 
drawing write what 
food or drink it is.

Remember: If your 
party has a theme, 
you can theme 
your food and drink too!

Examples: 

A cheese and tomato pizza

A wizard’s hat chocolate cake

Elephant  cookies

Arts Education
• Engagement in the arts creates opportunities for 

inquiry through purposeful play (K, 1)
• People connect to others and share ideas through 

the arts (K, 1)

Plan A Party! 
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WORKSHEET                            A Jazz Story

Plan A Party                    WORKSHEET

You are invited to a party!
Date:
Time:
Location:
This is a _________ party

Decorate the front of your invite to let your guests know what the theme of your 
party will be, e.g., swimming party, fancy dress party, super-hero costume party, 
dance party, etc.
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WORKSHEET                            A Jazz Story
  Plan A Party                    WORKSHEET

Ice Cream
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Friendship Flower

Elephant and Piggie are ‘bestus’ friends, and 
they know just how special that is! In this 
activity we think about how important it is to 
have good friends and how we can be a good 
friend to others. 

Step 1
Have a discussion with your class about 
friendship.: Why are friends important? 
; What do you like best about your 
friends? ; What can you do to be a 
good friend to someone else?

Step 2
As a class, have everyone create a 
big Friendship Flower together (a 
tree works as well) to display on a 
wall in your classroom. 

You will need:
-  Two sheets of paper for each child
- Coloured felt tips
- Different colours of paint
- Aprons
- Paintbrushes
- A sink!
- A roll of card or paper

In preparation, prepare a long stretch of display 
card or paper. Write in big letters “A good 
friend…” and get the base of the Friendship 

Flower ready by drawing/painting the pollen and stem, 
leaving enough room for everyone’s hand prints to be 
stuck down like petals. Make sure there is also space to 
stick down everyone’s writing too. This prep can also be 
done by some volunteers in your class with your help!

Step 3
First, thinking about the friendship 

discussion that you had together, 
have everyone write in big, clear, 

colourful writing on one sheet of 
paper their end to this sentence: 
“A good friend…” (e.g. ‘is kind’, ‘is 

generous’, ‘makes me laugh’, 
‘plays with me at lunch’). 
Collect these together to be 

stuck onto the display.
Step 4

Next, each child paints their hand 
in their favourite colour then prints 

it clearly onto their sheet of paper. 
(Wash hands before the next step!) 

Then, everyone cuts their printed hand out 
and arranges them in a circle, sticking them 

down overlapping like petals around the pollen 
that you prepared earlier. 
Step 5
Finally, stick down everyone’s written response 
to “A good friend…” You may want to decorate 

the display further too!

Lessons & Activities Before OR 

After the P
lay

Arts Education
• Engagement in the arts creates opportunities for 

inquiry through purposeful play (K, 1)
•  People create art to express who they are as 

individuals and community (1)
•  People connect to others and share ideas through 

the arts (1)

GRADE LEVEL: Pre-K- grade 3   
CURRICULUM BIG IDEAS

Social Studies
• Our communities are diverse and made  of 

individuals who have a lot in common (K)
• Rights, roles and responsibilities shape our identity 

and help us build healthy relationships with others 
(K)

• Our rights, roles and responsibilities are important 
for building strong communities (1)
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Elephant and Piggie are great friends, 
even though they are two different animal 
species! In real life you probably wouldn’t 
see those two animals together, but there 
are some very important relationships in the 
wild between different species. These are 
called symbiotic relationships.

Sometimes the relationship is helpful for 
both animals. 

Sometimes the relationship is helpful to 
one animal, but has no impact on the other 
animal. 

And in some cases, one animal benefits 
from the relationship whilst the other 
animal is harmed in some way as a result. 

Examples of Animal Relationships:

Sea Anemone and Clown Fish 
 
-  The Sea Anemone protects the Clown 
Fish with its poisonous arms, which the 
Clown Fish is immune to 
- The Clown Fish wards off predators and 
cleans the Anemone of parasites

African Oxpeckers and Zebras 
 
-  Oxpeckers are a type of bird. They sit on 
top of zebras (and also rhinos, elephants, 
and buffalo) and eat small insects called 

Learn about Elephants   
 

Science
• Living things are diverse, can be grouped, and 

interact in their ecosystems (3)
• Living things have life cycles adapted to their 

environment (2)

GRADE LEVEL: Grades 2-3  
CURRICULUM BIG IDEAS

Lessons & Activities Before OR 

After the P
lay

ticks from the animals’ skin to get nutrients. 
-  Oxpeckers help the animal by getting rid of 
ticks.

Crocodiles and Plovers

-  Plovers are a type of bird. After a crocodile has 
eaten a meal it will sit with its mouth wide open. 
The plover will eat the remaining bits of food 
stuck in the crocodile’s teeth which helps to feed 
the bird.

-  The plovers act a bit like a dentist, and give the 
crocodile a good teeth cleaning!

Whales and Barnacles

-  Barnacles attach themselves to whales and 
get taken for a ride through the ocean. Whales 
feed on large clouds of plankton, which also 
feed barnacles. Being attached to a whale allows 
barnacles to be taken directly to their food source.

-  Whales on other hand experience little benefit 
(and little harm) from the barnacles.

Mosquitos and Humans

-  Mosquitos get nourishment from human blood 
when they bite. 
-  Humans, however, don’t get anything good 
from mosquitos! They cause itchy bites and 
in other parts of the world can make humans 
unwell.

“I don’t need to know what I’ll do today as long 
as I know that I won’t know what I’m doing 
with you!      

Animal Relationships   
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See if you can label each creature correctly, and then draw lines between pictures to 
match up the Animal Relationships. Hint: Oxpeckers have a colourful beak!

Animal Relationships       WORKSHEET
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In the play, Elephant and Piggie are invited 
to a party. They are so excited that they 
immediately start trying on different things 
to wear to the event and end up ready for 
a Fancy, Pool, Costume party!

In this game, children can have fun 
trying on lots of different clothes in a fun, 
energetic and silly team challenge. It is 
best in an open space, like a playground or 
sports hall.

You will need:

-  About 14 items of clothing (including 
shoes, purses etc), it must be an 
even number. Try and ensure all 
the children can easily get them 
on and off – sometimes adult 
sized clothing can make 
this game even funnier!

1.  Divide the group 
into two teams.

2.  Place two piles 
of clothing at the 
same end of the 
room/playing 
space. Make the 
piles equal in 
number, and try 
and make them 
similar. E.g. a hat, 
scarf, shirt, t-shirt, 
gloves, trousers/
skirt, shoes in each 
pile.

3.  On ‘GO!’ the first 
player in each team 

runs to their pile of clothes, race to get everything 
on over the top of their own clothes and run back to 
their team. If something falls off they must stop and 
put the item back on before continuing

Depending on your group you can play that 
anything goes, as long as nothing falls off, or you 
can implement rules e.g. all the shirt buttons must 
be done up

4.  They sprint to their team (their starting point), take 
off the clothes and tag the next player

5.  The next player races to put the clothes on, sprint 
to the other end of the room and take them off 
again. They sprint back and tag the next player, and 
so on until the last player returns to the team. The 
first team to finish wins!

Physical Education Games & Activities

“It’s a fancy, pool, costume party!”

Gerald and PiggieDress-Up Relay Race 
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Everyone dances in the play, but Elephant 
Gerald just can’t quite get it right…he tries 
and tries and tries until he finds his own 
rhythm and moves and does his very own 
dance, The Elephant! Everyone loves it and 
learns this funky new dance. 

Get together and teach the group some 
popular dance moves that you already 
know. Some member of the group may 
even know some to teach others:

Examples:

The Macarena

The Twist

Bunny Hop

Chicken Dance

Cotton Eyed Joe 

Break the class into groups (of around four) 
and have them come up with their own 
dance moves (a sequence of four – eight 
movement). Play a song with a clear and 
funky rhythm for everyone to use. Once 
each group has their dance ready they can 
teach it to everyone else!

Alternatively, depending on your groups’ 
ages, you could challenge each group to 
come up with a dance move or two that 
represents an animal. Play your chosen song 
whilst for a bit whilst the groups figure out 
their dance move so they can practice it in 
time to the beat, then go around and get 
each group to show everyone else. After 
everyone has gone around and danced, it’s 
time for everyone to guess which animals were 

shown!

As a whole group, you could show this video and 
dance like animals together! 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=30ePPeUbwSs 

You might like to take a look at this video 
together too, and make up your own animal 
dances to go along with this song: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=25_u1GzruQM 

Physical Education Activities and Games

Elephants Cannot Dance! 
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Elephant and Piggie sometimes run into difficulty 
and sometimes crazy things happen! In this 
Drama game, the class can work altogether or in 
pairs to tell two sides of a story. You could start 
off telling a story about Elephant and Piggie, but 
then try having the group come up with their 
own ideas in the next round. Taking it in turns, the 
students tell a story like this:

“Elephant and Piggie went for a boat ride”

“Unfortunately, the waves were really rough”

“Fortunately, the captain of the boat was a very 
good sailor”

In this activity, students continue to work on the 
skills that ‘Fortunately, Unfortunately’ focuses on, 
by improving their ability to say ‘yes’ to their peers 
and build on top of each other’s ideas.

Have everyone stand in a circle and decide what 
kind of ‘machine’ you are going to build as a 
group. It’s a good idea to start off with real things 
(that move and have sounds!), e.g. a helicopter, 
a food delivery truck, a windmill. Once everyone 
has the hang of it, you can move onto some 
more creative ideas, e.g. a dream machine, a 
burger making machine, a ballet teacher robot.

Students take it in turns to go into the middle of 
the circle and build a machine together. It is up 
to you to decide how many students you want 
to build each machine, but aiming for around 
five per go often works well, but if a machine is 
going well you can see if you can get everyone 
involved!

 Drama Games
Elephant and Piggie are a great team! In these drama games, your class will develop important team-
building skills.

Fortunately, Unfortunately

“Unfortunately, a seagull came flying into the 
boat’s cabin”

“Fortunately, it was a friendly seagull who loved 
boats”

And so on…

Depending on your group, you might want to 
pause for a discussion on the importance of 
building on each other’s ideas in this activity. 
Imagine you are saying ‘yes’ to the person’s line 
of the story before yours, and build the next line 
from that. 

Building a Big Machine

The first person goes in and says which part of 
the machine they will be (encourage imagination, 
it doesn’t have to be something literal) and starts 
to make a repeated sound and movement to 
show what they are.

The next person goes in, states what they will 
be, and does their own repeated sound and 
movement.

Each participant may connect onto whoever is 
already in the circle, or start their own section 
of the machine. Encourage students to go with 
their first idea and not over think it. If someone 
else has already done part of the machine they 
wanted to do, there are always other things that 
can be added!
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It’s a hot day and Elephant, Piggie and their 
friends are on their adventures and come across 
a huge river. Across the river they can see an 
ice-cream store. It’s exactly what they need to 
cool down! Elephant Gerald wants to make sure 
everyone gets across the river safely.

Materials

-  Open space (sports hall, playground etc)

-  Cardboard flats/play mats to act as rocks  
    in the river

Set Up:

-  Mark out a wide area which represents a river.  
   You could use chalk, cones, string, or masking  
   tape. 

-  Break the class into groups (start off in groups 
    of around 6 – 8, but you can go up and down 
    from here and experiment to find out if it’s  
    easier or harder with more/less people)

-  Give each group one or two less mats than  
    there are people in their group (e.g. a group  
    of 8 would have 6 or 7 mats)

The Objective:

The group must all get across the river together, 
and to do this they must collaborate. They cannot 
step into or touch the river. The only way to move 
is by stepping on rocks from the river (i.e. a mat). 

The Rules:

-  Do not step into or touch the water, or  
    the whole group must start over

-  The group may pick up and pass the rocks  
    along

- You may only have two feet on a rock at 
a time (these may be the same person or two 
people)

-  Rocks cannot be left without at least one foot 
on them or they float away and cannot be used 
any longer

Once they’ve got the hang of this version, you 
can add your own rules and changes to the 
challenge. For example:

-  Give the groups more mats than people, and 
tell them every mat must have at least one foot 
on it, unless it is being passed along

-  Give each group an object to transport across 
the river and make rules for it, e.g. whoever is 
holding it may only stand on one foot

Drama Games         continued

Cross the River

S
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It’s the morning of the party and the 
Squirelles, who are hosting the party, are 
still fast asleep! They need to wake up in 
time to decorate and get everything ready 

before Elephant, Piggie, and their 
other friends come round.

To play this game, the group 
must work together to wake the 

Squirelles. 

The Rules:

-  The group must stay absolutely silent 
during the game so they don’t wake the 
Squirelles until everyone is ready

-  The group must get into their height order 
before they can wake the Squirelles

-  Once they are ready, they must decide 
simultaneously (and still silently!) when to say 
“wake up!” all together

Variations:

- To keep playing different 
versions of the game, ask the 
group to line up in order of 
their birth dates, or by grouping 
together by shirt colour, or by 
number of siblings

Drama Games         continued

Wake the Squirelles!
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Arts & Crafts Activities

Supplies Needed:

White paper plates
coloured paper (pink and grey or blue or the 
students may want to get creative and use other 
colours)
Markers
Scissors
Glue stick
crayons or paints
(popsicle sticks)

Directions

1.   Draw cirles for eyes on plates. Then add 
eyebrows, glasses for Gerald, and mouths.
2.  Cut out shapes, as provided on template, and 
stick onto paper plate faces.
3. Cut out holes for eyes
4. Colour faces with paint or crayon (if using paint to 
colour, draw facial details after paint dries).

You can also attached popsicle sticks to the back 
of the plates to make your own Gerald and Piggie 
puppets!

Gerald & Piggie Masks

Eyes

Piggie’s Ears

Piggie’s Snout

Gerald’s Trunk

Gerald’s Ear
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Pre-Preparation Banana freezing needs to be 
done in advance, ideally the day before.

Preparation Time: 15-20 mintes

Elephant and Piggie LOVE ice cream, and it’s even 
better when it’s shared with friends!

This recipe is easy, dairy and gluten free, has 
no refined sugar, and can easily be adapted for 
your group’s dietary restrictions. With the right 
assistance, this should be suitable for all ages!

Directions

1.  Make sure you have ripe bananas. This is 
a great recipe for bananas which are going 
brown as they will be fantastically sweet, and 
easy to blend! 

1 banana = 1 cup of ice cream. Using this as 
a guide, gather as many ripe bananas as you 
need to feed the group. Peel each banana and 
slice them into approx. 1-2cm coins.

2.  Put the banana slices into a large Ziploc bag 
or Tupperware and place them in the freezer. 
You can do this in advance, or for the same 
day, leave them in the freezer for at least three 
hours.

3.  Put the frozen banana slices into a blender 
and blend until they become the same 
consistency as soft-serve ice cream. For a 
creamier texture you can gradually add plain 
yoghurt or milk (dairy, nut, or soya all work.) 

4.  Scoop out into bowls and eat right away!

Banana Ice Cream       

Funky Flavour Ideas

• Add chocolate milk (dairy, nut, or soya) or 
cocoa powder when blending

• Try adding a tablespoon or two of peanut 
butter to the mix. This works well as a combo 
with the chocolate version too! You can 
experiment with other nut butters if there are 
peanut allergies in the group.

• Throw in a few frozen berries for a summery 
berry and banana treat.

• Crush some Oreos, or any cookie alternative, 
and throw them in towards the end of the 
blending process for a cookies n’ cream version 
of the recipe.

Recipe
“What if my besty, besty, best, best friend! Just 
is really in the mood for some ice cream?”
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You will sit in your allocated seat and wait for the 
play to start. Before the play starts a person will stand 
in front of the stage and welcome everyone or 
you may hear a pre-recorded message welcoming 
everyone. Everyone will stop talking and listen. The 
lights will dim and the theatre will become dark. The 
curtains on the stage will open and there will be 
bright lights shining on the stage.ts

• The actors will walk about on stage and talk to 
each other. Sometimes the actors may feel quite 
close to you, but don’t worry, they won’t reach 
out to you or touch you. 

• Sometimes things will appear on stage as if by 
magic. 

• Sometimes, the lighting will change—there will be 
different coloured lights and sometimes it will go 
darker or brighter as we change place and time in 
the story. 

• Actors tell the story by dressing up in 
different characters. When they change 
character, they will put on different pieces of 
costume. Sometimes they may pretend to 
be upset or fight with one another but they 
are only pretending and none of them get 
hurt.

If you would like to ask any 
questions about the play  
or share your thoughts and pictures about it, you can  
write us a letter or email us: education@carouseltheatre.ca

Education Manager
c/o Carousel Theatre
1411 Cartwright Street 
Vancouver, BC V6H 3R7

This is what the outside of the theatre building looks like. 

You will go through these doors and enter into the 

lobby.

The inside of the theatre looks like this. When you come 
into the theatre the auditorium lights will be on so that 
you can find your seat and see the stage. Some people 

will be sitting in their seats talking and others will be 
walking about before the play starts.

Once you go through the doors you will be in the lobby.  
This is what our lobby looks like. 

A Visual Storyboard for New Visitors

• When the play ends the actors will all stand on 
stage together and look at the audience. The 
Audience will all clap and some people may 
even call out to let the actors know that they 
enjoyed the play. When the actors leave the 
stage people will begin to stand up and leave 
the theatre.


